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Signed into law on June 23, 2011, the Founding 
Principles Act requires high school students to pass 
a course on the philosophical foundations of 
America in order to graduate  



Addendum was planned: 

•  To reflect the name change of the United States History I 
course to American History I: The Founding Principles 

•  To identify possible curriculum content that could be 
taught in this course and others that align to the Founding 
Principles Act  

•  To easily highlight that the Standard Course of Study 
would not need to be changed 
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July – August 2011 

NCDPI staff members worked to revise the 
current teacher resources for the American 
History I – The Founding Principles Course and 
the Civics and Economics Course 
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September 2011 

State Superintendent’s Leadership Council 
reviewed the State Board of Education Agenda 
Item – North Carolina Social Studies Essential 
Standards Alignment to the Founding Principles 
Act   
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October 2011  

The State Board of Education approved resources 
for teachers that explicitly show the inclusion of 
the Founding Principles within the Standard 
Course of Study 
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November – December 2011 

 Resource Sharing at 

 http://www.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/ 
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Spring 2012 

 Course Code Development 

Course 4066: American History I HS – The 
Founding Principles 

Course 4067: American History II HS 
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Spring 2012 and Now 

 Link to Common Core Literacy Standards 

Close Reading of Primary Source Documents: the 
Declaration of Independence, the United States 
Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and the 
writings of the Founders 

 
Implementation of SL 2011-273:  
The Founding Principles Act 
 



June - July 2012 

 Training of secondary social studies teachers 

 Leadership teams from all school districts and 
numerous charter schools 
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The law also requires state standardized tests to 
include questions on the “philosophical 
foundations of our form of government and the 
principles underlying the Declaration of 
Independence, the United States Constitution and 
its amendments, and the most important of the 
Federalist Papers” 
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Fall 2012 

Development of Common Exams 

 4066 American History I – The Founding 
Principles 

 4067 American History II  

 4052 Civics and Economics 
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October 2012 

Recruited NC pilot teachers to help frame 
content and evaluate draft materials for module 
development 

Started development of content for ten modules 
to be released in the Fall 2013 

Included in Home Base (Instructional 
Improvement System) in the Fall 2013 
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November 2012 – Now 

Content Gathering for Bill of Rights Modules for 
Teachers 

 Creator-endowed inalienable rights of the people; individual rights as 
 set forth in the Bill of Rights; individual responsibility; due process; 
 federalism; private property rights; separation of powers with checks 
 and balances; representative government; rule of law; and equal justice 
 under the law 
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February 2013 

   Bill of Rights Institute Representation at the NC 
Social Studies Conference 

Bill of Rights Institute Collaboration with NC DPI 
Communication Division 
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April 2013 

Bill of Rights Institute Collaboration with School 
District Supervisors of Social Studies  

June 2013 

 Final review of Bill of Rights Modules 
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