Summary of Key Legislation and Additional Resources
On the budget –
This week, the Senate shared its spending targets which cuts public school funding even more than the House budget by an additional $129 million. For public schools, FY 2011-12, the Governor’s proposed budget provided $7,572,712,912; the House, $7,229,503,708; and the Senate, $7,123,543,951.  The target comparison, the estimated loss of positions for the Senate, and a statement from State Superintendent Atkinson on the Senate budget cuts are available on our website at http://legislative.ncpublicschools.gov/resources-for-legislators under “Department of Public Instruction/Budget”.
In the Senate Appropriations on Education/Higher Education Subcommittee meetings held the week of May 9, the subcommittee chairs reviewed the House money report and special provisions.   No details were provided on where additional cuts would be made in the Senate budget.
The Senate Appropriations on Education/Higher Education Subcommittee is unlikely to meet the week of May 16.  The chairs are more likely to share a proposed budget the week of May 23. No amendments to the budget can be made at the subcommittee level – members can only make them in the full Appropriations Committee.  After Appropriations, the budget may then go to the Finance Committee.  Subcommittee chairs are sharing a timeframe of getting the budget to the House floor by around June 1.  
In terms of education-related legislation discussed May 9 - May 12 -

The biggest issue addressed was the constitutional authority for running the public school schools.  Currently the State Constitution – as interpreted by the courts - provides for the State Superintendent to be the day-to-day executor while the State Board has constitutional authority for the free public school system.  The House Education Committee discussed HB 823, Governance of the Department of Public Instruction, which would shift all constitutional authority from the State Board of Education to the State Superintendent and change the appointment process to the State Board.  The House Committee devoted its full meeting to the issue and will bring it for discussion and vote on Tuesday.  The serial referral to Finance Committee was stricken meaning that the amendment will then go straight to the House floor for a vote.  The proposed committee substitute is not yet on the General Assembly’s website but is available on ours at http://legislative.ncpublicschools.gov/resources-for-legislators under “Department of Public Instruction/Budget”.

The State Board of Education is opposed to this legislation.  The constitutional framework that exists provides an important link to the Governor through the appointment process and provides other checks and balances through staggered terms and the requirement that all rules passed are subject to laws enacted by the General Assembly.  This constitutional amendment would dramatically alter what has been the constitutional framework since 1868 of having roles for both an elected superintendent and a board.  
			
In the Senate Finance Committee, SB 125, NC Biotechnology and Agriscience/Regional Schools–received a favorable report on the committee substitute and, passed 2nd and 3rd readings in the Senate.  This legislation takes on greater importance as a model for regionalization and possible consolidation of programs, using a charter school-like model approach.  It will be important to make any changes necessary to make this legislation more effective as it continues on the House side.

The Senate Finance Committee also gave a favorable report to the committee substitute for SB 576, Changes to Fees for Teacher Certification.  The Department of Public Instruction sought the change in order to continue to fund needed services.  The licensure program is funded through receipts.  Rates have not been raised since 1998 and the division has operated from a surplus generated when many teachers were being hired earlier in the 2000s.  The division also is preparing for transition to an online system which will provide better access to licensure information and allow teachers and others to make some changes in licensure information at no cost and have free online copies of their licensure.  The bill is on the Senate calendar for 5/17/2011.

A bill of concern to state agencies, HB 623, Eliminate Agency Final Decision Authority was approved in amended form by the House Judiciary Subcommittee A.  It gives the administrative law judge, rather than the state agency, the final decision at the administrative level.  Contact us if you are interested in more information on this issue.


Other bills that made progress May 9-12:
Passed on the House Floor:
No education related bills passed in the House this week.

Passed on the Senate Floor:
HB 197, School Calendar Flexibility/Inclement Weather – sent to the House for concurrence, placed on calendar for 5/16/2011.
SB 125, Regional Schools – sent to the House.
SB 498, Modify Law Re: Corporal Punishment - referred to the House Committee on Education.
SB 648, Amend Law Re: School Discipline - sent to the House.
SB 724, An Act to Improve Public Education – referred to the House Committee on Education.
Ratified
HB 769, High School Work Partnership

Looking ahead to next week –
The House Education Committee will take up HB 823 on the State Board’s constitutional authority.  The other bill on the agenda is HB 503, Nutrition Stds./All Foods Sold at School  which adds the following mandate:
“School stores, snack bars, fund-raisers, and other informal food sales to students on the school campus during the instructional day, with the exception of child nutrition programs, culinary programs, fund-raisers for grades 9-12 conducted after the lunch period, and extracurricular events, shall, by the 2011-2012 school year, meet the most current edition of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.”  It also requires the State Board to annually evaluate adopted nutrition standards. 

