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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 31, 2013



The House is making strides now to draft and approve its budget by Father’s Day weekend, likely by Thursday, June 13.  There are beginning signs that the House’s budget will perhaps reflect more of the Governor’s budget with regard to public education funding, rather than the Senate’s budget.  Moreover, while the Senate’s budget included a great deal of “special provisions” and policy, the House leadership is avowing that its budget will include little policy.  For a breakdown of public education funding in the Senate and Governor’s budgets as well as general information about funding needs and data, please see these links: 
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/fbs/budget/ http://dpi.state.nc.us/docs/fbs/budget/spendingtrends.pdf

Key Committee Meetings:  May 28 – May 30

House Education Appropriations Committee
No bills were considered in the Committee this week.  However, the Committee reviewed the Senate’s proposal on the education budget.  The meetings were “discussion only” with each member expressing his/her concerns on various provisions.  This Committee marks the first step in the House’s process for approving an education budget as part of the larger approprations package.  The next step will involve the Committee’s vote on its proposed budget before it appears in the full Appropriations Committee.  

House Education Committee
HB 291 Start-up Funds for New Charter Schools
The Committee voted this bill down after debate on whether the State Board of Education (SBE) should establish a loan fund for charter school applicants offering interest-free loans of up to $25,000/charter school.  Many members concluded that charter schools should have the capital on the front end to prove their anticipated measure of success and sound fiscal footing.

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs
The Committee did not reach this bill as anticipated revisions are currently underway.  General Assembly staff and bill sponsors are continuing to fine-tune the language of an amended bill to dedicate new appropriations for the purpose of supporting educational services to students medically-placed in psychiatric residential treatment facilities (PRTFs).

HB 944 Opportunity Scholarship Act
One of the most-debated education bills of the Session passed Committee by a slim margin of six (6) votes:  27:21.  This bill would afford eligible children a tuition reimbursement of up to $4,200/year to attend non-public schools.  The income eligibility is defined as:  1) equal to or less than the income required for the free or reduced lunch program, for the 2013-2014 school year (approximately $42,496 for a family of four); and 2) up to 133% of the income required for the free or reduced lunch program, for the 2014-2015 school year (approximately $56,520 for a family of four).  The next step for this bill is the big question.  It may go to the House Appropriations Committee as a self-standing bill or it may become part of the House Budget bill expected in the weeks to come.  This next strategic move for HB 944 will obviously be pivotal.

HB 965 Teacher Licensure Fees
The Committee discussed this bill, but did not vote on it.  The bill would address the teacher licensure system’s needs to increase some fees (that have not been increased in fifteen (15) years) and decrease or eliminate other fees (with the newly automated system, the fee for duplicate copies of a licensure accessible online will decrease to zero).  The cost of the system is generally covered by the fees generated; thus, no new appropriations are proposed in the bill.  Some members of the Committee expressed concern over conceivably increasing fees while not raising teachers’ salaries.  However, teacher advocates and the Department of Public Instruction support this bill given that every teacher and school system has a vested interest in ensuring an efficient and effective teacher licensure system.

HB 997 STEM Teacher Scholarship Program
The Committee did not reach this bill.  It sets up a new scholarship program for exemplary North Carolina high school seniors who commit to teaching science, technology, engineering, math or special education in our state’s public schools for either three (3) or four (4) years, depending on whether the school is low-performing or not.  The bill has bipartisan support.    

Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
HB 146 Back to Basics
The Committee approved this bill with little discussion, and the bill passed the Senate this week.  The bill provides that the standard course of study shall include cursive writing and the memorization of multiplication tables.

HB 317 Improve Ed. for Children Who are Deaf
The Committee also approved this bill, and it has been placed on the Senate Calendar for Tuesday, June 4.  The bill requires the SBE to do the following to improve educational outcomes for children who are deaf or hard of hearing (some of which is already current practice):  1) develop assessment procedures for language acquisition; 2) require the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team to use a Communication Plan Worksheet; 3) ensure that highly qualified personnel are available to meet the children’s needs; and 4) implement strategies to ensure that parents of such children can request that a representative of one of the Schools for the Deaf serve on the IEP team.  The bill also requires a statewide database to maintain literacy achievement data on children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

HB 537 Edenton-Chowan School Board Terms
The Committee approved this bill seemingly by unanimous decision with very little discussion.  It changes the term of office for these school board members from six (6) to four (4) years as the current terms expire beginning in 2014.

HB 591 Reporting and Terms for Long. Data Board
The Committee passed this bill, and Senate passed it this week with only minor changes.  It provides that the Chair of the Longitudinal Data System Board would be the State Chief Information Officer and that meetings must be held every quarter at a minimum.  The Board must report to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations, the Joint Legislative Committee on Information Technology, and the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee quarterly.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills
HB 13 State Agency Property Use/Biennial Report
· Failed concurrence in the House
· Conference Committee appointed

HB 146 Back to Basics
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Passed the Senate

HB 317 Improve Ed. for Children Who are Deaf
· Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education approved a revised bill
· Placed on Senate Calendar for 6/4/2013

HB 537 Edenton-Chowan Sch. Bd. Terms
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Re-referred to Senate Committee on State and Local Government

HB 591Reporting and Terms for Long. Data Board
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Amendment adopted on Senate Floor
· Passed the Senate

HB 944 Opportunity Scholarship Act
· House Education Committee approved a revised bill
· Re-referred to House Committee on Appropriations

Senate Bills
SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

Meetings:  June 4 – June 6
Tuesday, June 4
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB (tentative)	
Wednesday, June 5
	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		HB 587 OCS/ECS/Exemption from ACT
Thursday, June 6
7:30 AM SBE/DPI Legislative Reception and Open House
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