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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
June 7, 2013



The State Board of Education met this week and on Thursday afternoon the Governor made a special appearance.  Some of the highlights from his comments on public education include the following:  1) an evaluation of pre-K; 2) reinvigorating the Education Cabinet; 3) Race to the Top; 4) technology innovations across pre-K, K-12, community colleges, and universities; and 5) testing concerns.  For a video of his talk with the State Board, please see this link:  http://www.wral.com/mccrory-wants-review-of-student-testing/12521051/

One key issue receiving a great deal of attention among legislators, educators, and others is the Common Core.  The Department of Public Instruction has created a portal on this very issue to help people know and understand the real facts on the Common Core:  http://www.ncpublicschools.org/core-explained/

Another main event of the week was the unveiling of the proposed House budget provisions.  Budget negotiations among House members have been the dominating force of the week.  One key issue that the Department of Public Instruction has been advocating for is the dire need for core public school funding given the student population increase in North Carolina.  Please see this chart for more detailed information:	  http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/fbs/budget/spendingtrends.pdf
Legislators need to hear from their constituents on public school funding before it is too late.  Thus far, the House Education Appropriations Subcommittee has released its first edition of the education budget proposal: 	 http://www.ncleg.net/documentsites/Committees/HouseAppropriationsEducation/2013%20Session/06-07-2013%20Meeting/FRD_HouseEdCommitteeReport_2013-06-07.pdf
  
Finally, the Senate failed to concur with the House’s changes to SB 334 Dorothea Dix Lease.  Such action was expected as the House made substantial changes to this legislation, which would nullify the Dix Hospital property lease that Governor Perdue made with the City of Raleigh on December 28, 2012.  The 75- to 99-year lease allows the city to establish a park, despite questions involving jurisdiction and actual value of the property. A Conference Committee has been appointed with members of each chamber to attempt to settle the differences.  One education interest in this legislation is that the Governor Morehead School (GMS) for the Blind is located on the Dix campus.  The outcome of this bill may affect GMS and its building.

Key Committee Meetings:  June 4 – 7

House Elections Committee
HB 1005 Stanly County Commissioners and Bd. of Ed.
The committed passed this bill that provides for a new election process and composition for the Stanley County Board of Education and County Commissioners. Should the bill pass both chambers, it will become law in December 2014.

Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
HB 587 Alternate ACT/PLAN for Certain Students (formerly: OCS/ECS/Exemption from ACT)
This bill would allow certain Occupational Course of Study and Extended Course of Study students to take an alternate to the ACT or PLAN tests in 11th grade.  The Committee approved a revised bill where the bill sponsors adopted new language proposed by the Department of Public Instruction that ensures greater consistency with federal regulations.  The bill is set on the Senate calendar for Tuesday, June 11, 2013. 

Senate Committee on Judiciary I
HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
The Committee approved this legislation that would revise the funding issues to be considered when a jury deliberates over a local board of education’s disagreement with its county commissioners on the funds allocated to the local schools.  The bill language tracks a 2009 NC Supreme Court decision on these issues.  The bill is currently on the Senate calendar for Tuesday, June 11, 2013.

Other Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 146 Back to Basics
· Ratified
· Presented to the Governor

HB 317 Improve Education for Children Who are Deaf
· Passed the Senate
· Received in the House for concurrence

HB 591 Reporting and Terms for Longitudinal Data Board
· House concurred with Senate 
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

Senate Bills

SB 36 APA Technical Clarifying Changes
· Conference report adopted in the House
· Conference report calendared for 6/11/2013 in the Senate

SB 325 Wake County School Board Districts
· House Elections Committee approved revised bill
· House may vote on this bill on 6/10/2013









Meetings:  June 10 – June 13

Monday, June 10
	4:00 PM Conference Committee on House Bill 13
	HB 13 State Agency Property Use/Biennial Report

Tuesday, June 11
   	8:30 AM House Appropriations Committee, 643 LOB
		SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013

	10:00 AM House Education Committee (tentative)
			
Wednesday, June 12
	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education (tentative)
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