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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
March 22, 2013



The high watermark of the week was Wednesday with the Governor's Budget and our Agency Bill, HB 393 Essential Funding for Public Schools.  Everyone is embroiled in budget talks.  March Madness has taken on a whole new meaning.

Two other pivotal education bills were filed this week.  First, SB 361 Excellent Public Schools Act of 2013 (Berger, Tillman, Soucek) would, among other things, eliminate teacher tenure, diminish school administrators’ personnel appeal rights, and calculate the controversial  “school performance grades” in such a way that many of our state’s high schools would be inaccurately given Ds and Fs.  

Secondly, SB 374 NC Public Schools Budget Flexibility Act (Tillman, Barringer, Wade) provides for full flexibility between allotment categories except:  1) where classroom teacher positions are transferred to teacher assistant positions and vice versa; 2) transfers out of Exceptional Children; 3) transfers out of Career Technical Education; and 4) transfers out of Textbook allotments.  If you are interested in or work with public school funding, you will want to read all the provisions of this five-page bill in detail and possibly contact your legislator as it would significantly impact public school funding.

If you were waiting for the right time to contact your legislators and/or bill sponsors, that time is now.

Key Committee Meetings:  March 19-21

1. Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
This Subcommittee finalized its preliminary review of UNC System funding, then it moved on to reviewing the education components of the Governor’s Budget.  The Governor’s Office staff, Dr. June Atkinson, and the Community Colleges President will present next week on their respective public education budget initiatives and priorities.
    
2. House Education Committee
The Committee discussed and ultimately approved the following:  1) HB 176 Charter School Election (Corvian Community School in Charlotte only); 2) HB 230 Amend Law Defining Home Schools; 3) HB 249 Substitute Teacher Deduction/Personal Leave; and 4) HB 250 Charter School Enrollment, after an amendment was adopted.

3. Senate Education Committee
The Committee approved SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education that essentially allows for a presentation on Indian Education rather than a report.  The House is set to vote on this bill next week.


4. Joint Appropriations/Base Budget Committee
On Thursday, there was a lengthy presentation on the Governor’s budget, which had been published the preceding day.  It was standing room only for the public watching this Committee meeting, with many questions from legislators about the Governor’s initiatives and funding.  These ongoing budget talks and negotiations will permeate the next weeks and months of Session.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act
· Passed the House
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools
· Signed by Governor, SL 2013-12

HB 57 Child Nutrition Program and Solvency Support
· Passed the House 
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 193

HB 176 Charter School Election
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Re-referred to the Finance Committee
· Serial referral to State Personnel Committee added

HB 230 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 249 Substitute Teacher Deduction/Personal Leave
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment
· Amendment adopted
· Passed 2nd reading in the House
· Postponed till 3/26/2013

HB 317 Improve Education for Children who are Deaf 
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 320





Senate Bills

SB 43 Study Savings for Administration of Claims
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Re-referred to the House Finance Committee

SB 44 Worker Comp Coverage/Public Records
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Placed on House calendar for 3/26/2013

SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements
· Passed the House

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Educ.
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Placed on House calendar for 3/26/2013

SB 326 Repay Civil Penalty Funds to Schools (Gunn)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board (Tillman, Soucek)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, Appropriations/Base Budget

New Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 324 School Calendar Flexibility/Rowan County (Warren)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 336 UNC School of Arts/Student Fees (Conrad, Lambeth, Hanes, Terry)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Finance

HB 339 Lottery Expenditures (Stevens, McElraft)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 351 Study Prescription Abuse by Students (Hamilton, Glazier, Murry, Fulghum)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 355 Lee Co. Flexibility Re: School Calendar (McManus)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education





HB 357 Retirement Governance Changes Act of 2013 (Moffitt, Howard, W. Brawley, Collins)
· Referred to House Committee on State Personnel
· If favorable, Finance
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 358 Retirement Technical Corrections (Moffitt, Blust, Warren, Collins)
· Referred to House Committee on State Personnel
· If favorable, Finance
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 359 Retirement Administrative Changes Act of 2013 (Moffitt, Blust, Warren, Collins)  
· Referred to House Committee on State Personnel
· If favorable, Finance
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 365 Special Election Chatham Co. School Bd. (McManus)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Government

HB 375 Increase Allowed Size of Passenger Buses (Jeter, Bryan, Schaffer, Cotham)
· Referred to the House Committee on Transportation

HB 381 Retirement Fiscal Integrity Act of 2013 (Collins)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 385 Youth Accountability Task Force (Stevens)
· Referred to House Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee C
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 390 State IT Governance Changes (Saine)
· Referred to House Committee on Government

HB 393 Essential Funding for Public Schools (Glazier, Michaux, Gill, Fisher)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations
· Our Agency Bill

HB 402 TRICARE Supplement for Flex Accounts (Dockham, Ramsey, Floyd)
· Referred to House Committee on State Personnel
· If favorable, Appropriations
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill: SB 395

HB 406 Local Flexibility Re: School Calendar (McNeill, Hurley)
· Randolph County Schools and Asheboro City Schools

HB 411 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties (Jones, Holloway)

HB 413 School Calendar Flexibility: Gaston County (Torbett, Bumgardner)


Senate Bills
SB 348 Classroom Experience for School Personnel (Hartsell)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 361 Excellent Public Schools Act of 2013 (Berger, Tillman, Soucek)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 370 Respect for Student Prayer (Bingham, Daniel, Hise)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 373 Calendar Waiver/Enhanced Prog (Tillman)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 374 NC Public Schools Budget Flexibility Act (Tillman, Barringer, Wade)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 383 Career Prep Adult High Schools (Brunstetter)
· Referred to Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 395 TRICARE Supplement for Flex Accounts (Meredith)
· Please note the House’s companion bill: HB 402

SB 398 Governor’s Budget (Brunstetter, Brown, Hunt)

Meetings:  March 26- 28

Tuesday, March 26
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Ed/Higher Ed, 421LOB
		Dr. June Atkinson will present essential public school funding needs
10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 146 Back to Basics
		HB 317 Improve Ed. For Children who are Deaf
		
Wednesday, March 27
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB 
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board 
		Substantive Debate/Discussion Anticipated	
	
Thursday, March 28
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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