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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
February 15, 2013



It was yet another whirlwind week of legislation and Committee work at the General Assembly.  Some of the highlights include: 1) the passage of SB 14 Increase Access to Career/Technical Education (CTE) by both the House and Senate and the bill going to the Governor’s office on Valentine’s Day; 2) General Assembly staff conducting general overviews and educating legislators on their Committee work and functioning; 3) new HB 97 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning getting filed on Tuesday, February 12, and 4) the Governor’s State of the State speech being set for Monday night, February 18, at 7:00 pm.  Please stay tuned. 

Key Committee Meetings:  February 12-14 

1. Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
This Subcommittee met each morning, Tuesday through Thursday, reviewing general education appropriations principles and data, especially focusing on educating freshmen legislators, answering questions, and identifying key issues for this Session. 
· DPI’s Leadership Team gave a presentation to this Subcommittee on Wednesday, along with the University System, Community Colleges and Private Colleges and Universities.  The presentation can be viewed at: http://legislative.ncpublicschools.gov/committee-presentations/committee-presentations 
· The Subcommittee’s presentation documents can be found at: http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/documentsites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=127&sFolderName=\2013%20Session

2. House Education Committee
This Committee was very active this week.  There was a great deal of discussion on technological advances in our classrooms, digital teaching and learning, and questions about the costs of implementing these advances, especially with another tight budget year.  Here are the bills where the Committee issued favorable reports:
· HB 23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees
· HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools
· HB 45 Internet Access for Public Schools
· SB 14 Increase Access to Career/Technical Education








Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 4 Unemployment Insurance Fund & Solvency Changes
· Ratified
· Presented to the Governor 2/14/13

HB 13 State Agency Property Use/Biennial Report
· Received a favorable report in the House Finance Committee
· Passed 2nd reading in the House

HB  23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees
· Committee substitute received a favorable report in the House Education Committee 
· Passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the House
· Will be sent to the Senate

HB 27 Workers’ Comp Fund/Safety Workers Allocations
· Committee substitute received a favorable report in the House Finance Committee
· Re-referred to the House Committee on Appropriations

HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools
· Received a favorable report in the House Education Committee
· Passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the House 

HB 45 Internet Access for Public Schools
· Committee Substitute received a favorable report in the House Education Committee
· Re-referred to the House Education Appropriations Subcommittee

HB 85  Agricultural Ed./FFA Day in North Carolina – adopted on 2/12/13

HB 93 School Calendar Flexibility/Craven County
· Passed 1st reading in the House
· Referred to the House Committee on Education

HB 96 Equal Treatment of Gov’t Retiree Benefits
· Passed 1st reading
· Referred to the House Committee on Government, if favorable, Finance

HB 97 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning
· Passed 1st reading in the House
· Referred to the House Committee on Education

HB 98 Johnston County Schools/Calendar
· Passed 1st reading in the House
· Referred to the House Committee on Education



HB 100 Healthy Families & Workplace/Paid Sick Days
· Passed 1st reading in the House
· Referred to the Committee on Commerce and Job Development, if favorable, Judiciary, if favorable, Appropriation

Senate Bills

SB 10 Government Reorganization and Efficiency Act
· Passed 3rd reading in the Senate
· Referred to the House Committee on Commerce and Job Development, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, Operations of the House

SB 14 Increase Access to Career/Technical Ed.  
· Passed Senate and House
· Ratified, presented to the Governor 2/14/2013

SB 47 State of the State Speech
· Passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the House and Senate

SB 66 Ag. Ed./FFA Day in North Carolina – adopted

SB 68 Arts Education as a Graduation Requirement
· Passed 1st reading in the Senate
· Referred to the Education/Higher Education Committee

SB 73 Local Workforce Development/Dislocated Workers
· Passed 1st reading in the Senate
· Referred to the Senate Commerce Committee

SB 78 Amend State Contract Review Laws
· Passed 1st reading in the Senate
· Referred to the Senate Program Evaluation Committee

SB 82 Eliminate Straight Ticket
· Passed 1st reading
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Rules and Operations

SB 85 Ordinance First Reading Vote
· Passed 1st reading
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Rules and Operations 

New Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

HB 93 School Calendar Flexibility/Craven County (Speciale, Graham, Bell)
HB 97 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning (Horn, Johnson, Saine, Tolson)
[bookmark: _GoBack]HB 98 Johnston County Schools/Calendar Flexibility (Langdon, Daughtry)
HB 100 Healthy Families & Workplace/Paid Sick Days (Adams)
HB 109 Require Safety Helmets/18 and Under (Torbett)
HB 110 Public Contracts/Project Labor (Goodman, J. Bell, Moffitt, Murry)
HB 111 Workers Comp Coverage/Public Records (Goodman, J. Bell, Moffitt, Murry)
HB 112 GBICC/Workers’ Comp Program Integrity (Dollar, Collins, McElraft)

SB 73 Local Workforce Dev./Dislocated Workers (Hartsell)
SB 78 Amend State Contract Review Laws (Hartsell)
SB 82 Eliminate Straight Ticket (Newton)
SB 85 Ordinance First Reading Vote (Clodfelter)
SB 94 Yadkin Valley Career Academy Funding (Bingham)

Meetings:  February 19-21

Tuesday, February 19
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643LOB
		Race to the Top Presentation by DPI

	10:00 AM House Health and Human Services, 544 LOB
		HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act
	
	12:00 Noon Senate State and Local Government Committee, 1124 LB
		SB 42 Charter School/Govt. Unit
		
3:00 PM Senate Judiciary II Committee, 1124LB
	SB 16 Revoke License for Passing Stopped School Bus	

Wednesday, February 20
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB

	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
Presentation by Superintendent June Atkinson and Dr. Rebecca Garland regarding the implementation of SL 2011-273, the Founding Principles Act

Thursday, February 21
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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