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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
April 5, 2013



[bookmark: _GoBack]The main event this week was welcoming our six (6) new State Board of Education members:

1. Gregory M. Alcorn;
2. William W. Cobey, Jr. (Chair);
3. A. L. Collins (Vice-Chair);
4. Olivia Oxendine;
5. Marcella Ramirez Savage; and
6. Rebecca H. Taylor.

The General Assembly by Joint Session confirmed our new members on Wednesday morning, April 3, 2013, after which they attended their first official meeting of the State Board of Education (SBE).  We are looking forward to their leadership in the SBE’s charting the future of public education in our great State.

Key Committee Meetings:  April 2 – April 4

1. House Education Committee
HB 435 School Performance Grades.  The Committee approved the bill and on Thursday, April 4, the House passed this bill.  The grading criteria in HB 435 has bipartisan support as well as support from key public education stakeholders across the state.  The Senate bill’s grading criteria as set forth in SB 361, on the other hand, does not have such support.  

2. Senate Education/Higher Education Committee
SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board.  The Committee members were divided over their support of/opposition to this bill, but it was ultimately approved.  Members raised fundamental questions about state constitutional issues and questioned the bill’s premise that current charter school state governance needs to be changed.  Other members raised issues on the discretionary (versus mandatory) criminal background checks on employees, as well as concerns over conflict of interest issues with individuals serving on the new Charter School Board who might have vested financial interests in a given charter school.  The Committee meeting’s time expired before all members’ concerns could be aired.

SB 243 Back to Basics.  As referenced above, the Committee ran out of time given the discussion on SB 337; therefore, it did not reach this bill. 





Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 146 (SB 243) Back to Basics
· Passed the House

HB 232 State Health Plan/Statutory Changes
· Re-referred to House Committee on Education

HB 317 Improve Ed. For Children Who Are Deaf
· Placed on House Calendar for 4/8/2013

HB 336 UNC School of Arts/Student Fees
· Favorable report from House Education Committee 
· Re-referred to House Committee on Finance

HB 385 Youth Accountability Task Force
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee C
· Re-referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 435 School Performance Grades
· Favorable report from House Education Committee 
· Passed the House

HB 464 Salary Increase for School Employees
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 469 Additional Budget Flexibility/Public Schools
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 470 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties 
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 483 Eliminate Unnecessary Educator Reporting
· Referred to House Committee on Education

Senate Bills

SB 44 Worker’s Comp Coverage/Public Records
· Signed by Governor
· Ch. SL 2013-20

SB 91 Prohibit Expunction Inquiry 
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A



SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board
· Favorable report from Senate Education/Higher Committee
· Re-referred to Finance
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 369 Name Change Requirements for Minors 
· Favorable report from Senate Judiciary II Committee
· Passed the Senate

SB 527 Trespass on School Grounds
· Referred to Senate Judiciary II Committee

SB 546 Merit Scholarship Program for Needy Students 
· Referred to Senate Education/Higher Education Committee

SB 548 School Closed Due to Inclement Weather
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 557 Amend Report Date/NC Pre-K Funding Pilot
· Re-referred to Senate Committee on Health Care

New Education Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 491 School Resource Officers/Lee County (Stone)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 496 School Calendar Flexibility/Mooresville (R. Brawley, Turner)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 503 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties (Whitmire)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 509 School Calendar Flex/Charlotte-Meck Schools (Cotham, Jeter, W. Brawley, Carney)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 510 Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights (Cotham, Hardister, Avila)
· Referred to House Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee C

HB 521 Governance of Dep’t of Public Instruction (Holloway, Blackwell, Malone, Elmore)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 523 Pitt Co. Board of Education (B. Brown, Martin)
· Referred to House Committee on Education


HB 537 Edenton-Chowan School Board Terms (Steinburg)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 546 Roanoke Rapids Graded School District (Wray)
· Referred to House Committee on Government

HB 559 Teen Dating Violence Prevention Act (Horn)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee C

HB 560 Economical School Bus Replacement Criteria (Arp, Floyd, Lucas, Szoka)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 587 OCS/ECS/Exempt from ACT (Whitmire, Holloway, Blackwell, Glazier)

HB 588 Public School Report/Flexibility (Whitmire, Langdon, Glazier, Martin)

HB 591 Reporting and Terms for the Long. Data Board (Blackwell, Holloway, Johnson, Jordan)

Senate Bills

SB 564 Education Improvement Act of 2013 (Stein)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 569 Access to Sports/Extracurr. For All Students (Brock)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 575 Counties May Fund Charter School Capital (Tucker)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 576 High School Career Technical Education Course Options (Clark)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 577 Tax Return School Donation Tax Check off (Clark)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 586 Standardization of School Building Design (Rabin)
· Referred to Senate Education/Higher Education Committee

SB 588 Distribution of Lottery Proceeds (Hartsell)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 589 2013 School Safety Act (Stein)
· Referred to Senate Education/Higher Education Committee
· If favorable, Appropriations/Base Budget


SB 592 OK to Align School & Comm Coll. Calendars (Bryant, Hartsell, Barringer)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 595 School Calendars (Apodaca)
· Referred to Senate Education/Higher Education Committee

SB 597 Dropout Prevention and Recovery Pilot (Tarte, Ford)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Finance

SB 600 State Health Plan/Statutory Correction (Apodaca)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Insurance

HB 605 Funds/Child Treatment Program (Hise, Barringer)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 608 Diversity Scholarship Tax Credit (Clark)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Finance

SB 621 Prohibit Emp. Disc./Poor Credit History (McKissick, Daniel)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate

SB 624 State Employee Leave/State of Emergency (McKissick, Daniel, Meredith)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate

SB 625 Limit Confidentiality Agreements (McKissick, Bingham)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate

SB 627 Study Grandparents Visitation Rights (McKissick)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate

SB 641 Agricultural Ed Program/12 Month Teachers (Jackson)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources

SB 646 Higher Ed Plan for Students with Disabilities (Robinson)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operation of the Senate

SB 654 Salary Increase for School Employees (Parmon, Robinson)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 656 Essential Funding for Public Schools (Parmon, Robinson)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 665 Student Safety/Heat Illness (Cook, Pate, Rabin)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 672 Economical School Bus Replacement Criteria (Tucker)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 673 Structured English Immersion (Tucker, Soucek)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 674 Prohibit Costly Local Government Litigation (Daniel, Hise, Brown)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 680 Retirement Protection Act (Apodaca)
· Referred to Committee on Pensions & Retirement and Aging

SB 700 EPI Pens in Schools (Cook)
· Referred to Senate Health Care Committee 

SB 704 State IT/Create ITAB (Clark)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 719 Student Organizations/Rights & Recognition (Soucek)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

Meetings:  April 9-11

Tuesday, April 9
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
	HB 127 Arts Education as a Graduation Requirement
HB 452 2013 School Safety Act			

	12:00 PM Senate Committee on Program Evaluation, 421 LOB
		SB 193 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support

Wednesday, April 10
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB 

10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 361 Excellent Public Schools Act of 2013
	
Thursday, April 11
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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