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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
April 12, 2013



This week set the record for the greatest number of new education bill filings thus far this Session.  The House had approximately fifty (50) education-related bills filed this week, as listed in the pages that follow.  The public bill filing deadlines are coming to a close now, and the substantive budget discussions/negotiations are taking shape.  The window for new education bills that involve appropriations or finance will close next week.

Key Committee Meetings:  April 9 – April 11

1. Senate Education Committee
SB 361 Excellent Public Schools Act of 2013
This bill addresses K-12 education reform on a number of levels, including:  a) the timing of annual tests; b) enhanced requirements for teacher licensure; c) teacher education program performance; d) School Performance Grades; and e) teacher tenure (or “career status”).  The Committee approved a revised bill that, in effect, changed the percentage of high schools receiving Ds and Fs under its School Performance Grades criteria from seventy-three percent (73%) to sixty-eight percent (68%).  The Committee members discussed the importance of student growth in assessing a school and how this bill has a separate indicator for growth, rather than using growth as part of the criteria to determine a school’s grade (e.g., a school gets a D with a designation that it “met” expected student growth versus the same school getting a C accounting for its having “met” growth).  Both a local superintendent and a local school board member criticized the bill and offered suggestions on amendments.  
	Also, members debated the proposed changes to teacher tenure and licensure standards.  One member observed that with regard to traditional public schools, the Committee would be increasing licensure standards in this bill, but had just loosened licensure standards for charter schoolteachers in last week’s bill, SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board.  Ultimately, a majority of the Committee approved the revised bill.
      
2. House Education Committee
HB 452 School Safety Act 
HB 127 Arts Education as a Graduation Requirement
The Committee approved both of these bills, although the latter endured a debate among members on whether Arts Education should be a requirement versus a mere elective.  Some members conceded that they had little to no artistic talent and did not see the need for an Arts Education requirement in middle or high school.  This bill, however, has had a long genesis at the General Assembly over past years with study commissions and reports, and the Committee approved it with little dissent.



3. Senate Finance Committee
SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board
The Committee approved this bill and referred it to Appropriations/Base Budget.  The finance discussion involved the initial charter school fee and the property tax exemption for property owners whose building is rented for use as a charter school.

4. Senate Committee on Program Evaluation
SB 193 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
The Committee discussed, but did not vote on, this bill, which would require that indirect costs (e.g., utilities, garbage removal) only be assessed to a local Child Nutrition Program when that program is financially solvent.  There are anticipated changes to federal requirements on Child Nutrition; therefore, Senators agreed to study the implications of these changes on the legislation.

Other Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 146 Back to Basics
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 156 Honest Lottery Act
· Passed the House

HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
· Referral to House Finance Stricken

HB 317 Improve Education For Children who are Deaf
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 435 School Performance Grades
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Ways & Means

HB 452 School Safety Act
· Favorable report from House Education
· Re-referred to the House Appropriations Committee

HB 510 Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights
· Favorable report from Judiciary Subcommittee C
· Passed the House

Senate Bills

SB 42 Charter School/Govt. Unit
· Re-referred to House Committee on Education


SB 369 Name Change Requirements for Minors
· Received in the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee C

SB 673 Structured English Immersion
· Re-referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

New Education Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 591 Reporting and Terms for Long. Data Board (Blackwell, Holloway, Johnson, Jordan)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 587 OCS/ESC/Exemption from ACT (Whitmire, Holloway, Blackwell, Glazier)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 588 Public School Report/Flexibility (Whitmire, Langdon, Glazier, Martin)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 595 Gold Star Officer Program/School Volunteer (Arp, Horn, Faircloth, Johnson)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, House Judiciary Subcommittee B

HB 647 Nondiscrimination in State/Teacher Employment (Cotham, Brandon, Hamilton, 
	Jackson)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 654 Energy Savings/State Agencies (Harrison, McGrady, Torbett, Fisher)
· Referred to House Committee on Public Utilities and Energy

HB 666 Study/Silent Alarms in Schools (Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 672 Charter School Election (Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 681 Full-Service Community Schools Pilot Program (Cotham, Baskerville, Brandon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Health and Human Services

HB 690 Honor Terry Sanford HS (Szoka, Glazier, Lucas, Floyd)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

HB 693 Eliminate Exceptions/Med. Treatment/Minors (Whitmire, Fulghum, Brisson, Schaffer)
· Referred to House Committee on Health and Human Services

HB 694 Clarify Input on Repro/Character Ed. (Whitmire, Jones, Stam, Avila)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 697 Shoot Firearm Near School/Increase Penalty (R. Moore)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 700 Omnibus State IT Governance Contracts (Saine, Avila, Cleveland)
· Referred to House Committee on Government

HB 701 IT Purchasing/Convenience Contracts (Saine, Tolson)
· Referred to House Committee on Government

HB 709 Student Innovation Tuition Waiver (Elmore, Langdon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 711 Define Parental Rights Standard/Statutory Law (Ford, Pittman)
· Referred to House Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee C

HB 717 Exempt NC Pre-K/Bldg Specification Requirement (Conrad, Lambeth, Hanes)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 719 Education Improvement Act of 2013 (Holloway, Glazier, Blackwell, L. Hall)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 726 No School Funding Loss/Tier 1 & 2 Counties (Elmore, Burr, Hollo)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 733 Common Core Standards Study (Pittman, Blackwell, Bryan, Speciale)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 735 Protect Religious Student Groups (Jones, Jordan, Arp, Riddell)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 745 Charter Schools/Transport/Food Services (Brandon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 747 Principals Monitor Student Costs (Brandon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 749 Local School Flexibility (Lambeth, Hanes)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 750 Charter School Flexibility/Pilot (Lambeth, Glazier, Hanes)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 753 Communities in Schools Funds (Johnson, Holloway)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 758 Student Screen and Ed/Eating Disorders (McGrady, Ramsey, Cunningham)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 760 Summer Reading Camps (Brandon, Hardister, B. Brown)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute (Dixon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee A

HB 767 Brass to Class Act (Murry, Whitmire, Szoka, Pierce)
· Referred to House Committee on State Personnel

HB 772 Study Free and Reduced Lunch (R. Brawley)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 778 Implement Efficiencies in State Government (Torbett)
· Referred to House Committee on Government

HB 803 Healthy and High Performance Schools Act (Harrison, McGrady, Glazier, Carney)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Finance

HB 804 Great Leaders for Great Schools/Study (Cotham, Holloway, Blackwell, Langdon)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 824 EPI Pen In Schools (Glazier, Murry, Holloway, Fulghum)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs (Avila, Johnson, Glazier)
· Referred to House Committee on Health and Human Services

HB 833 Measurability Assessments (Avila, Blackwell, Tolson, Saine)
· Referred to House Committee on Regulatory Reform

HB 838 Exceptional Children’s Services Study (Martin, Horn, Johnson, Whitmire)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 839 Public School Reporting Reform (Martin, Horn, Johnson, Whitmire)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 840 Division of Deaf Education (Martin, Farmer-Butterfield, Blackwell, Horn)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 843 Students & Administration Equality Act (J. Bell, Glazier, Baskerville, Jordan)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 848 NC Toxic-Free Kids Act (McGrady, Fulghum, Harrison, Glazier)

HB 853 School Funding Formula Changes (Whitmire, McGrady, Queen, Steinburg)

HB 858 Study HS Athletics Conferences (Blackwell, Fulghum)

HB 859 State IT Governance/No State Agencies Exempt (Blackwell, Saine, Tolson, Avila)

HB 868 Resid. School Changes (Farmer-Butterfield, Blackwell, Martin, Tolson)

HB 884 Dropout Prevention/Recovery Pilot w/ Charters (Jeter, R. Moore, Blackwell, Cotham)

HB 896 Superintendent Designee/Employment Hearings (Blackwell)

HB 902 Education and Workforce Innovation Act (Johnson, Horn, Tolson)

HB 915 Road Safety Through Drivers License Access (Fisher, Wray, Brisson, R. Moore)

HB 935 NC Pre-K Law Changes (Burr)



Meetings:  April 16-18


Wednesday, April 17 
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 374 NC Public Schools Budget Flexibility Act
		SB 243/ HB 146 Back to Basics
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