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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
April 19, 2013



The Education Committees for both Chambers are in full swing taking up substantive education reform bills every week.  Some of the highlights this week included votes on the following:  1) Scholarship Grants (or “Vouchers); 2) Career Status (or “Teacher Tenure”); and 3) School Performance Grades.  Additionally, it is our understanding that the Senate’s budget may be ready by the first week of May.

Key Committee Meetings:  April 16 – April 18

1. House Education Committee
HB 269 Children with Disabilities Scholarship Grants 
The Committee approved this bill (25:10) after a fair amount of discussion on whether public taxpayer dollars (up to $3,000 per semester per eligible child) should be utilized for scholarship grants (or vouchers) for children with disabilities attending non-public schools.  Members indicated that this bill could save the state money by providing a non-public school option for children with disabilities who might otherwise cost the public school system much more.  Opponents of the bill pointed out that even with $6,000/year, many poor families would still not be able to afford private schools.  Supporters of the bill commended it for improving upon prior legislation that offered education tax credits for eligible children with disabilities.  This bill goes next to the House Finance Committee.

HB 587 OCS/ECS Exemption from ACT 
This bill passed both the House Education Committee and the House floor this week.  As amended, it exempts certain Occupational Course of Study and Extended Course of Study students from taking the ACT in 11th grade.  There was little to no debate, and the bill will go to the Senate. 
 
HB 588 Public School Report/Flexibility
This bill also passed both the House Education Committee and the House floor this week. It addresses Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) by limiting requirements for narrative reporting and requiring electronic formats whenever practical.  It further limits reporting on economically disadvantaged students to one report per year from a local education agency (LEA) to the State Board of Education (SBE).

HB 719 Education Improvement Act of 2013 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This comprehensive education reform bill passed both the House Education Committee and the House floor in one week.  The big ticket items in this bill that rival SB 361 “Excellent Public Schools Act of 2013” are as follows:  1) it modifies career status (or teacher tenure), but does not abolish it as does SB 361; and 2) it sets forth the House’s criteria for the School Performance Grades (A-F), allowing for both student growth and consistent high performance as components of each school’s grade.  Many anticipate an educational showdown between HB 719 and SB 361.

2. Senate Education/Higher Education Committee
SB 374 NC Public Schools Budget Flexibility Act 
The Committee approved this bill which would essentially put into law the flexibility that LEAs currently have with funding between allotment categories, except for certain categories (i.e., funds for classroom teachers and teacher assistants, Exceptional Children, Career and Technical Education and Textbooks).  The bill next goes to the Appropriations/Budget Committee.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 176 Charter School Election (Corvian Community School)
· Favorable report from House State Personnel Committee
· Passed the House

HB 291 Start-up Funds for New Charter Schools
· Withdrawn from Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
· Referred to Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 336 UNC School of Arts/Student Fees
· Favorable report from House Finance
· Re-referred to Committee on Appropriations

HB 452 2013 School Safety Act
· Withdrawn from House Committee
· Re-referred to Appropriations Subcommittee on Education

HB 546 Roanoke Rapids Graded School District
· Passed the House

HB 591 Reporting and Terms for Longitudinal Data Board
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 672 Charter School Elections
· Withdrawn from House Education Committee
· Re-referred to Committee on State Personnel

HB 848 NC Toxic-Free Kids Act
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Health and Human Services
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee A


HB 853 School Funding Formula Changes
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 858 Study HS Athletics Conferences 
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House 

HB 868 Residential School Changes 
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 870 Record Closed Sessions of Public Bodies
· Referred to House Committee on Government
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee A

HB 884 Dropout Prevention/Recovery Pilot w/ Charters 
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 896 Superintendent Designee/Employment Hearings 
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 902 Education and Workforce Innovation Act 
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 935 NC Pre-K Law Changes
· Withdrawn from House Education Committee 
· Re-referred to Health and Human Services

Senate Bills

SB 181 Auto Insurance/Young Driver Classification
· Passed the Senate

SB 317 Guilford School Election System
· Passed the Senate

SB 325 Wake County School Board Districts
· Withdrawn from Senate calendar
· Placed on calendar for 4/22/3013

New Education Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 944[footnoteRef:1] Opportunity Scholarship Act (Bryan, B. Brown, Brandon, Hanes) [1:  This will be a hotly-debated bill: the most comprehensive “voucher” bill filed to date this Session.] 

· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 947 Funds for Futures for Kids Program (Lewis)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 955 School Board Fiscal Accountability Act (Gill, Richardson, McManus, Carney)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 960 Innovation Through Local Schools (Elmore)
· Referred to House Committee on Education

HB 965 Teacher Licensure Fees (Lucas, Johnson, Whitmire, Fisher)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Finance

HB 968 Increase Successful CTE Participation (Blackwell, Holloway, Johnson, Martin)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 969 Broaden Successful AP Participation (Blackwell, Holloway, Johnson, Martin)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 971 A Family for Every Child/Foster Care (Avila, Samuelson, Burr, Stam)
· Referred to House Committee on Health and Human Services
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 975 Modify Low Wealth School Funding Formula (Lucas, Cleveland, Glazier, Szoka)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 978 School of Science and Math/Fees (Jordan, Horn, Blackwell)
· Referred to House Committee on Finance
· If favorable, Appropriations

HB 986 State Funds for Schools Do Not Revert (Riddell, Arp, Foushee, McManus)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 987 Emergency Stun Gun Use by School Personnel (Riddell, Saine)
· Referred to Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House
· If favorable, Education

HB 990 Western Region Leadership Academy (Blackwell, Moffitt, Queen, Hager)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 991 NCCAT/Principal Leadership/Funds (Queen, Tine, Johnson, Horn)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations

HB 996 Scholarship for Veterans and Needy Students (Hanes, Horn, Johnson, Holloway)
· Referred to House Committee on Appropriations


HB 997 STEM Teacher Scholarship Program (Hanes, Ramsey, Lambeth, McManus)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Appropriations


Meetings:  April 22-25

Monday, April 22
4:00 PM Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Committee, 544 LOB
		Driver Education Presentation/DPI & UNC School of Government

Tuesday, April 23
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 717 Exempt NC Pre-K/Bldg Specification		
HB 760 Summer Reading Camps
HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
HB 824 Epi Pen in Schools	

12:00 PM Senate Committee on Program Evaluation, 421 LOB
	SB 193 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
	
Wednesday, April 24	
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 189 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
		SB 243 Back to Basics
		SB 516 Public School Regulatory Reform
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