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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 11, 2013



Major Education Headlines of the week include the following:

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The House passed new Pre-K legislation: HB 935 NC Pre-K Law Changes.  This bill, after significant amendments, still prohibits local school systems from serving as the local contract administrator for Pre-K programs; however, the effective date has been extended a year from July 1, 2013, to July 1, 2014.  Another adopted amendment allows for a wider eligibility threshold for children to qualify, changing eligibility from 100% to 130% of the federal poverty level as funds become available.
2. The Senate passed SB 337 Charter School Board, which would, among other things, abolish the Charter School Advisory Council and set up a new board to govern charter schools.
3. There is also a possibility that SB 361 Excellent Public Schools Act will be revised to account for growth as part of the new A-F School Performance Grades. 
4. SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth passed 2nd Reading in the Senate and the final vote is expected on Monday night.  This bill requires teaching about abortion, among other factors, as a risk to future preterm births.

Key Committee Meetings:  May 7 – May 9

House Education Committee
HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
This bill was scheduled for Committee but was “displaced” from (or taken off of) the agenda given the controversial amendments that had been proposed.  One amendment would have had the General Assembly take preemptive action, without the required approval by the State Board of Education, on a former virtual charter school application, essentially granting the virtual charter school authority to open in the 2013-14 school year.  This matter is currently being litigated, and the bill sponsors are re-thinking this particular amendment.  The other amendment would have authorized cities and counties to provide capital funds to charter schools.  Bill sponsors are also re-thinking this amendment and have indicated that they plan to withdraw it.

HB 718 Study Issues in Education
The Committee approved a significantly revised bill that had been titled “Study of Duty-Free Period for Teachers.”  Now it is a comprehensive study bill on the recruitment, retention, and professional development of principals, the implementation and impact of the Common Core standards, and safety issues.  The bill unanimously passed the House and has been referred to the Senate Education Committee.

HB 968 Increase Successful CTE Participation
The Committee approved an amended bill that later passed the House 105-6.  The bill encourages increased career and technical education opportunities and awards bonuses to school systems and teachers where their students earn industry credentials or certifications (e.g., Microsoft certification).

HB 969 Broaden Successful AP Participation
The Committee also amended this bill and it went on to pass the House 106-6 this week.  This bill would waive students’ registration and test fees for advanced placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) coursework.  It seeks to increase student accessibility to such courses.  Also, it pays bonuses to teachers whose students successfully pass their tests in such courses.  Some are concerned about equity issues for teachers who do not teach AP or IB courses (or CTE courses as in HB 968).  Proponents tout the success rate of this program already begun in Florida.

House Transportation Committee
HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
The Committee approved the bill, although there had been previous questions about stop arm cameras.  The bill only recommends, and does not require, that local school systems (LEAs) spend revenue from fines on these cameras.  Costs for such camera systems are in the $3,500-$4,000 range.
	
Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
SB 370 Respect for Student Prayer/Religious Activity
This bill sets forth in state statute a student’s right to express religious opinions at school to the same extent any other student can express non-religious opinions.  A student’s rights involving religious speech are well-settled in constitutional caselaw; however, this bill would set out a new state statute attempting to reiterate that caselaw.  The discussion on this bill in Committee was lively and addressed a perception among many that educators have a challenging time making in-the-moment decisions about whether religious speech in the classroom should be encouraged or discouraged based on certain facts.  The amended bill passed the Senate.

House Judiciary Subcommittee A
HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
The Committee adopted a revised bill that would set forth specific instructions for a jury that considers a local board of education’s appeal to court in the event that board and the local board of county commissioners cannot agree on the amount of funds allotted to the local schools.  The language aligns with court decisions on this issue.

HB 870 Record Closed Sessions of Public Bodies	
The Committee approved this bill and the House passed the amended bill this week.  It requires an audio or video recording of closed sessions of public bodies, such as local boards of education, with the exception of closed sessions dealing with personnel matters and other attorney-client privileged matters.








Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 269 Children w/Disabilities Scholarship Grants
· Favorable report from House Finance Committee
· Re-referred to House Appropriations

HB 336 (SB 424) UNC School of Arts/Student Fees 
· Passed the House

HB 537 Edenton-Chowan Sch. Bd. Terms
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 718 Study Issues in Education
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Placed on House calendar for 5/13/13

HB 853 School Funding Formula Changes
· Withdrawn from House Education Committee
· Re-referred to Appropriations

HB 870 Record Closed Sessions of Public Bodies
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Amendment adopted 
· Passed the House

HB 935 NC Pre-K Law Changes 
· Amendment 3 and 4 adopted
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Health Care Committee if favorable, re-referred to Education/Higher Education

HB 968 Increase Successful CTE Participation
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Amendment adopted
· Passed the House

HB 969 Broaden Successful AP Participation
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Amendment adopted
· Passed the House

SB 98 Require Pulse Oximetry Newborn Screening
· Signed by the Governor
· SL 2013-45

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
· Favorable report from Senate Health Care Committee 
· Amendment adopted
· Passed 2nd reading in the Senate; final vote set for 5/13/13

SB 193  (HB 57) Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
· Amendment adopted
· Passed the Senate

SB 320 (HB 317) Improve Ed. for Children Who Are Deaf
· Passed the Senate last week
· Referred to House Education Committee

SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board
· Amendments 1, 2, 3, 5  adopted
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Education Committee

SB 369 (HB 105) Name Change Requirements for Minors 
· Signed by the Governor
· SL 2013-42

SB 370 Respect for Student Prayer/Religious Activity
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Committee substitute adopted
· Passed the Senate

SB 719 Student Organizations/Rights & Recognition
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Committee substitute adopted
· Passed the Senate

Filed This Week:

HB 1011 Government Reorg. and Efficiency Act (bill sponsor: House Rules Committee)
· This bill is a new version of the old SB 10 of the same title.
· Favorable report from the House Rules Committee
· Passed the House










Meetings:  May 14 – May 16
(Last minute changes to Committee agendas are anticipated given the crossover deadline of Thursday, May 16.)

Tuesday, May 14
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
		HB 287 Increase Dropout Age from 16 to 17
		HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs
 		HB 884 Dropout Prev./Recovery Pilot with Charters
		HB 902 Education and Workforce Innovation Act
		HB 735 Protect Religious Workforce Student Groups

	12:00 PM House Committee on Transportation, 643 LOB
		HB 162 Lengthen Replacement Cycle for School Buses
		
	
Wednesday, May 15
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
	SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
	SB 674 Prohibit Costly Local Government Litigation
		For Discussion Only
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