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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 17, 2013



Approximately 70+ education-related bills survived Crossover Week this Legislative Session, the most recent of which are addressed in the pages that follow.  This Sunday, the Senate plans to post its proposed budget on the General Assembly’s website [www.ncleg.net], so next week will be spent dissecting and analyzing education funding provisions, attending key appropriations committees, and working hard to maintain reasonable levels of funding for our schools.

Key Committee Meetings:  May 13 – May 16

House Appropriations Committee
HB 269 Children with Disabilities Scholarship Grants
There has been a great deal of debate over this scholarship grant (or voucher) bill.  The Committee approved the bill and the House ultimately passed it 76:36.  It would reimburse families of eligible students up to $6,000/year to pay for tuition and special education services in a non-public school.  Critics point out that poor families, who cannot afford an expense of $6,000, would be precluded from participating because the bill only allows for reimbursement, not payment up front, of the tuition and costs.  Advocates contend that the state will theoretically save money because the cost of educating these students in public schools is greater than the $6,000 reimbursement.  Critics disagree.  Regardless, the bill moves on to the Senate.

HB 560 Economical School Bus Replacements
This bill was up for discussion only, so the Committee took no action on this bill this week.  The bill would allow school buses to be replaced if they are either 20 years old or operated for 250,000 miles, except under certain conditions.  The Department of Public Instruction has expressed concerns regarding the high maintenance costs and safety issues with older high mileage buses.  Under a proposed revision to the bill, local education agencies (LEAs) would receive $2,000 for each bus that they continue to operate that would otherwise be eligible for replacement, until the bus is 23 years old. 

HB 767 Brass to Class Act
This bill enhances already existing credits afforded to military personnel who decide to become teachers.  Our Troops to Teachers director worked closely with bill sponsors to revise the prior version of the bill.  Please see this link for more information on Troops to Teachers: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/troops/.  The amended bill unanimously passed the House.






Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 838 Exceptional Children’s Services/Study
The Committee approved a revised bill, which unanimously passed the House on the same day.  As the short title implies, this bill would create a Study Commission of 14 members to review the delivery and oversight of exceptional children’s services at both the local and state levels.  Legislators’ concerns about government efficiencies, reporting requirements, unfunded mandates, and the special nature of educating these children, among others, have been driving factors behind this bipartisan bill.

HB 726 No School Funding Loss/Tier 1 & 2 Counties
The Committee approved the bill and the House unanimously passed it this week.  The bill exempts Tier 1 and 2 counties from the non-supplanting requirement under the low-wealth counties school funding formula, modifies this requirement in future years, and directs a legislative study on school funding formulas.  Bill sponsors are attempting to help a few select counties that they believe have been hit hardest by the economic downturn.  

HB 840 Task Force on Deaf Education
This bill had previously been titled “Division of Deaf Education,” and the bill passed the House this week.  The original language was completely displaced for the now existing Task Force language.  The Department of Public Instruction is working diligently with the bill sponsors and other stakeholders to maintain a coalition that will continue educational improvements for children who are deaf or hard of hearing, which may render the bill unnecessary given already-existing joint efforts.  

HB 868  Residential Schools Changes
The Committee also approved this bipartisan bill, which went on to unanimously pass the House.  This bill simply makes conforming changes to state statutes, given the transfer of the three (3) residential schools from the Department of Health and Human Services to the Department of Public Instruction.

House Education Committee
HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
This bill had an extreme rollercoaster ride this week.  The final outcome preserves Fund 8, preserving funds that are not considered part of the funds allocated to charter schools.  Additionally, after a series of amendments, the bill maintains the status quo on revenue from supplemental taxes staying within the tax district that raised the revenue, versus the revenue leaving that district to go to an out-of-district charter school.  The bill would charge interest to an LEA that does not timely transfer appropriate funds to a charter school, and it would award attorneys’ fees to the prevailing party that wins a challenge to the funds transferred from an LEA to a charter.  

HB 491 School Resource Officers/Lee County  
The Committee approved the bill and the House passed it 69:44.  During the Committee meeting, local officials from Lee County spoke both for and against the bill which would require the sheriff’s department to provide school resource officers (SROs) to the schools with funding from the LEA’s At-risk Student Services/Alternative School Allotment as well as any other county funds appropriated for this purpose.  The local county commissioners and sheriff’s department supported the bill, but the local school system, local superintendent and the NC School Boards Association (NCSBA) opposed it.

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs
This bill was pulled from the House agenda because the bill sponsors, DPI, DHHS, and other key stakeholders are continuing to work on improvements to the bill.  This bill was not subject to crossover because it will have an appropriations provision.  It will likely be heard in the House Education Committee on May 28th.

HB 884 Dropout Prev./Recovery Pilot with Charters
The Committee approved a revised bill, which later unanimously passed the House after another amendment.  The bill establishes a Dropout Prevention and Recovery Pilot Program in Mecklenburg County where 3 charter schools will be selected by the State Board of Education to focus on preventing dropouts through flexible scheduling and a “blended learning environment with individualized and self-paced learning options.” 

HB 902 Education and Workforce Innovation Act  
The Committee approved a revised bill, which also passed the House unanimously.  This bill focuses on a host of issues including:  1) progress toward high academic rigor and skills development; 2) competitive and highly educated workforce; 3) career and college ready students; 4) coordination among all education communities, kindergarten thru college; 5) local business and school partnerships; and 6) innovative education programs.  Grants will be awarded to schools, LEAs or regional partnerships to provide professional development for teachers.  Under the bill, state funds must be matched by a combination of private and local funds.  House members are quite enthusiastic about this legislation.

Senate Education/Higher Education Committee
SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
This bill initially had statewide effect, granting county commissioners ownership of school property.  However, the Committee amended it to only apply to the following 9 county schools systems:  Beaufort, Dare, Davie, Guilford, Harnett, Lee, Rockingham, Rowan, and Wake.  The bill passed the Senate 33:15 along party lines.
 
House Judiciary Subcommittee C
HB 711 Define Parental Rights Standard/Statutory Law
This bill, fortunately, was converted from proposed statutory language under NC General Statutes 115C et seq. to a study bill on parental rights in North Carolina.  The Subcommittee adopted the revised bill which then passed the House 109:2.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
· Favorable report from House Finance
· Amendment adopted
· Passed the House 

HB 269 Children w/ Disabilities Scholarship Grants
· Amendments adopted A1, A2 
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
HB 365 Special Election Chatham Co. School Bd.
· Re-referred to House Finance Committee

HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
· Passed the House 
· Referred to Senate Committee on Transportation

HB 491 School Resource Officers/Lee County
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Passed the House
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 711Define Parental Rights Standard/Statutory Law
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee C
· Passed the House
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 726 No School Funding Loss/Tier 1 & 2 Counties
· Passed the House
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 735 Student Organizations/Rights & Recognition
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Judiciary 1

HB 838 Exceptional Children’s Services/Study
· Favorable report from Committee on Rules, Calendar and Operations of the House
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Rules and Operations 

HB 840 Task Force on Deaf Education
· Favorable report from Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House
· Passed the House
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 843 Students & Administrative Equality Act
· Favorable report from Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House
· Passed the House

HB 855 Human Trafficking
· Favorable report from Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee I 


HB 868 Residential School Changes
· Favorable report from Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 884 Dropout Prev./Recovery Pilot w/Charters
· Favorable report from House Education
· Amendment adopted 
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, re-referred to Appropriations/Base Budget

HB 902 Education and Workforce Innovation Act
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

Senate Bills

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Committee on Health and Human Services

SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
· Favorable report from Senate Education
· Favorable report from Finance
· Passed the Senate

Meetings:  May 20 – May 23

Monday, May 20
	2:00 PM Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee
	4:00 PM Senate Appropriations on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB

Tuesday, May 21
	8:30 AM Senate Appropriations/Base Budget, 643 LOB
		Appropriations Act of 2013
	12:00 PM House Transportation Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 67 Permanent License Plates for Charter Schools
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