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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 24, 2013



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Senate Budget (SB 402 ) passed the Senate on Thursday, 33:17.  It reduces public school funding by nearly $75 million more than the Governor's proposed budget.  In the next three weeks, the House will be working on its proposed budget with a final House bill possibly ready by Father's Day weekend.

One positive in the Senate budget is that it does eliminate the LEA Adjustment (or negative reserve) by filling that $376 million hole that LEAs would otherwise have had to fill by returning state funds.  This is a big-ticket item that superintendents and others will be pleased about, except that classroom teacher allotments are cut in the Senate budget by $286 million with no raises for teachers or any other personnel.  Teacher assistant allotments are also cut by $142 million in the Senate budget.  SB 402 eliminates the NC Center for the Advancement of Teaching (NCCAT) and completely phases out the Teaching Fellows program.  For more information on the Department of Public Instruction’s analysis of the Senate’s budget, please see the first two links on the following webpage:  http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/fbs/budget/

Key Committee Meetings:  May 20 – May 23
Senate Appropriations on Education/Higher Education & Senate Base Budget Committees
SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013 

House Education Committee
HB 944 Opportunity Scholarship Act
This bill is one of the most hotly-contested education bills of the Session, affording up to $4,200 in public dollars per eligible student per year to attend a non-public school.  Members of the House are crossing party lines both ways either in support of, or in opposition to, this bill.  The Committee had “discussion only” on the bill and did not take a vote this week.  The Committee’s vote on the bill is anticipated this upcoming Tuesday, May 28.

The bill has been amended since its first filing.  Some of the key amendments include: 1) changing the income eligibility from 300% of the federal poverty level to 100% of the free or reduced lunch income level for 2013-2014, and 133% of the free or reduced lunch income level for 2014-2015 and beyond; and 2) decreasing the appropriations from $90 million to $50 million over the first two years.

The public audience was packed and several speakers lined up to share their opinions on the bill.  Supporters explained the importance school choice plays in the lives of those who are disadvantaged.  Opponents stated that most poor children would not be able to afford a solid private school with only $4,200 per year.  Supporters touted the success of similar programs in Florida, Washington, DC, and elsewhere.  Opponents criticized the bill for not requiring the same public school accountability measures in the private schools that will receive public dollars under this bill.

State Superintendent June Atkinson spoke on the bill and a summary of her comments can be found here:  http://www.ncpublicschools.org/statesuperintendent/blog/

Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee
This Committee maintains an interest in how Driver Education instruction is delivered in North Carolina.  Dr. Maria Pitre-Martin, NCDPI, and Dr. Maureen Berner, UNC-School of Government, presented on this issue and their materials can be viewed here: Driver Education Strategic Plan; Driver Education Reform Report.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 13 State Agency Property Use/Biennial Report
· Passed the Senate
· Sent to the House for concurrence

HB 67 Permanent License Plate for Charter Schools
· Favorable report from House Committee on Transportation
· Re-referred to House Committee on Finance

Senate Bills

SB 189 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
· Amendments and Votes
· Passed the House

SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013
· Passed the Senate

Meetings:  May 28 – May 30

Tuesday, May 28
	8:30 AM House Appropriations Subcommittee on Education, 421 LOB
		SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013
	10:00 AM House Education Committee
		HB 944 Opportunity Scholarship Act
		HB 291 Start-up Funds for New Charter School
		HB 965 Teacher Licensure Fees 
		HB 997 STEM Teacher Scholarship Program

Wednesday, May 29
	10:00 AM Senate Education, 544 LOB
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