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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
April 26, 2013



This week began the brunt of education bills getting through Committees quickly and passing one chamber or the other.  The crossover deadline, where a bill must get from one chamber to the other in order to proceed, is Thursday, May 16.  A major push lies ahead in the next three (3) weeks to meet this crossover deadline.  

Key Committee Meetings:  April 23 – April 25

1. House Education Committee
HB 717 Exempt NC Pre-K/Bldg Specification
This bill provides an exception for public school classrooms from the Pre-K building requirements set by the Division of Child Development and Early Education.  The bill had been scheduled for this Committee on Tuesday, however, the bill sponsors decided to pull it from the agenda after input/criticism by private Pre-K owners and like-minded individuals.  This bill has support from many Operations Managers working within our public schools, among others.	

HB 760 Summer Reading Camps
The Committee approved this bill and the House passed it this week.  The bill would allow any student to attend a Summer Reading Camp if s/he does not demonstrate reading proficiency.  Additionally, such camps are to be funded and implemented through public-private partnerships when possible.  To date, no funds have been appropriated for these camps for 2013-14.

HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
The Committee approved this bill after confirming that both the NC School Boards Association and the NC Association of County Commissioners supported it.  This legislation revises the funding issues to be considered when a jury deliberates over a local board of education’s disagreement with its county commissioners on the funds allocated to the local schools.  The bill language tracks a 2009 NC Supreme Court decision on these issues.  Judiciary Subcommittee A will be the next committee to take up the bill.

HB 824 Epi Pen in Schools
This bill passed both the Committee and the House this week.  It requires that public schools (traditional and charter) maintain at least two (2) epinephrine auto-injectors in the event that a person suffers from an anaphylactic, allergic reaction.  These Epi Pens would not be required on buses or other school transportation vehicles.  Both medical professionals and parents spoke in favor of the bill.		



	
2. Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
SB 189 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
The Committee approved the bill and the Senate passed it this week.  This bill is comparable to HB 230 which had previously passed the House and has been referred to the Senate Education Committee.  The bill amends the definition of “home school” to allow parents, legal guardians or members of up to two (2) families to decide the scope and timing of the curriculum, provide instruction and determine outside sources of instruction.

SB 243 Back to Basics
This bill also passed both the Committee and the Senate this week.  It requires cursive instruction and the memorization of multiplication tables as part of the standard course of study in public schools.  General Assembly staff conducted a survey of the 115 local education agencies (LEAs), and found that, of the sixty-five (65) respondents, sixty-two (62) are teaching cursive and requiring the memorization of multiplication charts.  This bill’s counterpart, HB 146, had previously passed the House and is now before the Senate Education Committee.

SB 516 Public School Regulatory Reform
The Committee adopted a revised bill that would eliminate certain obsolete or otherwise unnecessary reports from LEAs to the state.  The revision involved the deletion of class size language that would remove caps on class size.  The effect of the deletion of reports, however, will not relieve LEAs from the requirement to enter complete and accurate data in PowerSchool.  This bill had been on the Senate Calendar for Thursday, but now has been moved to Monday, April 29.  The comparable House Bill (HB 839) is up before the House Education Committee on Tuesday, April 30.	

3. Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Committee
Driver Education Presentation/DPI & UNC School of Government – This presentation is now scheduled for May 20th because the Committee had run out of time at its Monday afternoon meeting earlier this week.  Please see this link for more information on Driver Education reform: http://legislative.ncpublicschools.gov/committee-presentations/2013-committee-presentations/20130422-PED-pres.pdf

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 176 Charter School Elections
· Passed the Senate last week
· Referred to House Committee on Pension & Retirement

HB 196 WS/FS School Board Vacancies
· Referral to Government Stricken

HB 365 Special Election Chatham Co. School Bd.
· Favorable report from House Education, re-referred to Government

HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
· Referral to House Finance stricken

HB 452 2013 School Safety Act
· Favorable report from House Committee on Education Appropriations
· Passed the House

HB 587 OCS/ECS/Exemption from ACT
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 588 Public School Report/Flexibility
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 719 Education Improvement Act of 2013
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Ways and Means

HB 726 No School Funding Loss/Tier 1 & 2 Counties
· Withdrawn from House Appropriations Committee, re-referred to Education

HB 870 Record Closed Sessions of Public Bodies
· Favorable report from House Government Committee
· Re-referred to Judiciary Subcommittee A

Senate Bills

SB 10 Government Reorganization and Efficiency Act
· Conference report adopted in the Senate
· Conference report failed in the House

SB 317 Guilford School Election System
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Elections Committee

SB 317 Wake County School Board Districts
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Committee on Elections















Meetings:  April 30 – May 2

Tuesday, April 30
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 523 Pitt Co. Board of Education
		HB 839 Public School Reporting Reform
		HB 896 Superintendent Designee/Employment Hearings

	10:00 AM House Health and Human Services, 1228 LB
		HB 935 NC Pre-Kindergarten Law Changes
 		HB 98 Require Pulse Oximetry Newborn Screening
	
12:00 PM House Committee on Transportation, 643 LOB
	HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act

10:00 AM Senate Judiciary Subcommittee C, 415 LOB
	HB 711 Define Parental Rights Standard/Statutory Law	
	
Wednesday, May 1	
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
	SB 320 Improve Ed. for Children Who are Deaf
	SB 474 Net-Zero Energy Schools

12:00 PM House Committee on State Personnel, 544 LOB
HB 432 State Temps Apply Like Permanent Employees
HB 767 Brass to Class Act

1:00 NC State Board of Education: Committee Meetings, Education Building

Thursday, May 2
	  9:00 AM NC State Board of Education Meeting, Education Building

	10:00 AM Senate Judiciary II Committee, 1124 LB
		Demonstration of school bus cameras as deterrents to passing stopped school         
		buses
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