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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
May 4, 2013



Increasing government efficiencies, changes to Pre-K programs in public schools, parents’ fundamental right to educate their children, and school bus safety – these were just a few of the key issues voted upon or otherwise discussed this week.  There were multiple education bills coming up before various committees scheduled for the exact same time.  Lobbyists and legislative liaisons were literally running around racing from one committee meeting to the next, not to mention deciding whether to sit in the Senate gallery or the House when education bills were up in both Chambers at the same time.  These are exciting times.

Key Committee Meetings:  April 30 – May 2

House Education Committee
HB 839 Public School Reporting Reform 
The Committee approved a revision to this bill that was further amended on the House floor before the House passed it on Thursday.  HB 839 eliminates certain reports, proposes a study on the streamlining of reporting given the transition to PowerSchool, while confirming the continuing duty of accurate data entry. A comparable, but not identical, Senate Bill (SB 516 Public School Regulatory Reform) passed the Senate this week and has been sent to the House Education Committee.

HB 523 Pitt County Board of Education
There was a lively debate in Committee on this bill, which creates a referendum for Pitt County voters in the 2013 general election involving their local school board.  The referendum would address the following issues, among others:  1) the reduction of board members from twelve to nine; 2) the decrease of electoral districts; and 3) the reduction of terms of office from six to four years.  Some members of the current board spoke against the bill, while supporters of the bill addressed the need for greater efficiencies with the caveat that nearly any change would be subject to preclearance by the United States Department of Justice under the Voting Rights Act.  The Committee approved a revised bill, which subsequently passed the House this week.

HB 896 Superintendent Designee/Employment Hearings
This bill sailed through Committee, and the House also passed it this week.  It allows a local superintendent, with the consent of the board, to appoint a designee for purposes of testifying at a local board hearing on a personnel appeal under G.S. § 115C-325.

House Health and Human Services
HB 935 NC Pre-Kindergarten Law Changes
This is a significant bill, especially for those forty-one (41) school systems that currently act as the local Pre-K contract administrator – the bill would abolish this option in addition to reducing the number of eligible Pre-K children.  If you are in one of these affected school systems, involved with any Pre-K program, or you otherwise have an opinion on this bill, please contact your Representative immediately – it is not too late.  The Committee approved a revised bill which later passed its 2nd reading in the House, but legislators objected to a 3rd reading, allowing more time for House members to re-consider the matter and conceivably change their votes for the 3rd reading next week.  This bill is on the House calendar for a 3rd reading on Monday, May 6; the House is set to convene at 7 p.m.

House Committee on Transportation
HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
This bill imposes fines and increased penalties for passing a stopped school bus.  Collected fines would help purchase automated cameras and video recording systems on school buses. The bill was on the Committee’s agenda for this past Tuesday, however, the Committee revised its agenda and removed this bill.  Next week, on Tuesday, May 7, the Committee is again scheduled to consider this bill.

House Judiciary Subcommittee C
HB 711 Define Parental Rights Standard/Statutory Law	
This bill would set forth a new definition in state statute, defining a parent’s fundamental right to raise, educate and direct the care of his/her child.  A parent’s fundamental right to raise his/her child is already guaranteed through well-established case law set by our United States Supreme Court.   However, a new provision in our state statutes attempting to re-state this constitutional right raises serious questions, according to opponents of the bill including, but not limited to, the NC School Boards Association (NCSBA).  For example, NCSBA argues that because of this bill’s placement of this “fundamental right” under the public education statutes in G.S. § 115C, it could significantly increase litigation against our school systems over any parent’s opinion that might differ from how a public school educates or cares for its students (e.g., the lunch menu; the length of a bus ride; when the school day begins and ends; etc.).  Apparently, bill sponsors are unwilling to add language to the bill that would preclude a private cause of action (i.e., lawsuit).  The Committee Chair decided to have “discussion only” on this bill and did not allow a vote to be taken.  This will be a very interesting bill to follow in the next two (2) weeks. 
	
Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
SB 320 Improve Education for Children who are Deaf
This bill passed both the Committee and the Senate this week.  There is an identical companion bill that previously passed the House and crossed over to the Senate in April:  HB 317.  The bill sets forth initiatives intended to improve the educational outcomes for children who are deaf and hard of hearing, including informing parents of the residential schools/day programs in Morganton and Wilson.

House Committee on State Personnel
HB 767 Brass to Class Act
The Committee approved a revised bill, which was then referred to House Appropriations.  DPI has an existing program that is aligned with the intent of the bill.  We will be meeting with bill sponsors soon to help foster the General Assembly’s interest in this work and this bill.  Please see: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/troops/





Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 13 State Agency Property Use/Biennial Report
· Favorable report from House Committee on Program Evaluation
· Committee substitute adopted
· Placed on House calendar for 5/7/2013

HB 196 Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board Vacancies
· Passed the House 

HB 452 2013 School Safety Act
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 731 Study Vocational Training/Persons with IDD
· Re-referred to House Committee on Education

HB 760 Summer Reading Camps
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 824 Epi Pens in Schools
· Passed the House last week
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs
· Re-referred to House Education Committee

HB 839 Public School Reporting Reform
· Favorable report from House Education
· Amendment adopted on House Floor
· Passed the House

HB 935 NC Pre-Kindergarten Law Changes
· Favorable report from House Committee on Health and Human Services
· Amendment 1 and Amendment 2 failed on House floor
· Passed 2nd reading

HB 1005 Stanly County Commissioners and Bd. of Education
· Referred to House Committee on Elections

Senate Bills

SB 10 Government Reorganization and Efficiency Act
· Senate withdrew/dismissed the Conference Committee
· Bill is in a holding pattern

SB 59 Armed Security Guards in K-12
· Withdrawn from Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate 
· Re-referred to Judiciary II Committee

SB 98 Require Pulse Oximetry Newborn Screening
· Favorable report from House Committee on Health and Human Services
· Passed the House 
· Ratified

SB 189 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
· Passed the Senate last week
· Referred to House Committee on Education 

SB 193 (HB 57) Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
· Favorable report from Senate Program Evaluation Committee
· Committee substitute adopted
· Placed on Senate calendar for 5/7/2013

SB 243 (HB 146) Back to Basics
· Passed the Senate last week
· Referred to House Committee on Education

SB 320 Improve Ed. for Children who are Deaf
· Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education adopted revised bill
· Passed the Senate

SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board
· Senate Appropriations/Base Budget Committee adopted revised bill
· Revision would abolish the Charter School Advisory Council
· Withdrawn from Senate calendar
· Placed on calendar for 5/7/2013

SB 369 Name Change Requirements for Minors
· Ratified and Presented to the Governor 

SB 474 Net-Zero Energy Schools 
· Senate Committee on Education – “For Discussion Only” on 5/1/13

SB 516 Public School Regulatory Reform
· Passed the Senate 
· Referred to House Committee on Education

SB 557 Amend Report Date/NC Pre-K Funding Pilot
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Health Care
· Passed the Senate




Meetings:  May 7 – May 9

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday, May 7
	10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds
		HB 537 Edenton-Chowan Sch. Bd. Terms
		HB 718 Study of Duty-Free Period for Teachers
		HB 968 Increase Successful CTE Participation
		HB 969 Broaden Successful AP Participation

	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Judiciary II
		SB 59 Armed Security Guards in K-12

	12:00 PM House Transportation Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act	
	
Wednesday, May 8
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education (TBD)

10:00 AM House Judiciary Subcommittee A, 1228 LB
	HB 765 Jury Instructions for School Budget Dispute
	HB 870 Record Closed Sessions of Public Bodies	
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