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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
March 1, 2013



It was thrilling this week to have our Superintendents, Principals of the Year, and Teachers of the Year on the House floor talking to Speaker Thom Tillis and other Representatives about pressing public school issues.  As far as we know, it was an unprecedented invitation from the Speaker of House to have the state’s top educators and administrators both honored and listened to by the General Assembly.  Topics of discussion covered a wide range of issues, including:  1) removing the discretionary cut (or “negative reserve”) and other key budget issues; 2) tax credits and vouchers; 3) School Performance Grades A-F legislation; 4) technology issues (statewide internet access, 1:1 devices, digital learning, funding for the same); 5) merit pay and teacher evaluations; 6) teacher tenure, teacher salaries and teacher morale; 7) charter schools; 8) calendar flexibility; 9) resources for the Common Core; 10) testing; and 11) restoring Teaching Fellows and Teacher Cadet programs.  Speaker Tillis announced that his office would be continuing the dialogue on key education issues through the various “work groups” that have been formed among the educators in attendance this week.

This Education Week at the General Assembly underscored the significance of each of us contacting our legislators, including Speaker Tillis’s office, when we have informed opinions on any given piece of education legislation.  Educators’ voices are being heard.

Key Committee Meetings:  February 26-28 

1. Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
This Subcommittee met each morning again this week, Tuesday through Thursday.  General Assembly Fiscal Research staff members presented data on public school budget funding to legislators. Here is a link to the agenda and handout/PowerPoint:
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/documentsites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=127&sFolderName=\2013%20Session\2013-02-26%20Meeting

2. House Education Committee
On Tuesday, Dr. Rebecca Garland, Chief Academic Officer, gave a presentation on the Implementation of the Founding Principles Act.  This presentation is available on our website at http://legislative.ncpublicschools.gov/committee-presentations/2013-committee-presentations/20130219-senateed-foundprin-rg.pdf

3. Senate Education Committee
HB 23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees and HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools were originally on the agenda for Wednesday’s Senate Education Committee.  However, the bills were taken off the Committee’s agenda on Tuesday; the rationale for this decision is unknown.



Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act
· House Committee on Regulatory Reform approved a revised bill
· Re-referred to same House Committee on Regulatory Reform

HB 20 Jt Session/State Board of Education (SBE) Confirmation
· Ratified – Joint Session to confirm the Governor’s appointees to SBE is forthcoming

HB 56 Amend State Contract Review Laws
· House Finance Committee approved a revised bill
· Passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the House 
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 78

HB 97 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning
· House Education Committee approved a revised bill
· Additional amendment adopted on House floor; passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the House
· Going to the Senate
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 119

HB 105 Require Pulse Oximetry Newborn Screening
· Passed 2nd reading
· Please note Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 98 

HB 144 Homeschool Education Income Tax Credit 
· Referred to the House Committee on Education, if favorable, Finance, if favorable, Appropriations

HB 145 School Calendar Flexibility/Alamance County
· Referred to the House Committee on Commerce and Job Development, if favorable, Education

HB 146 Back to Basics
· Referred to the House Committee on Education, if favorable, Appropriations

Senate Bills 

SB 10 Government Reorganization and Efficiency Act
· Received in the House
· House Committee on Commerce and Job Development approved a revised bill
· House Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations approved a revised bill 
· On the House floor on Thursday afternoon, the bill was further amended and debated
· The bill passed its 2nd Reading; however, the vote was 70-42 with members crossing party lines
· Further debate is anticipated on this bill on Monday night (3-4-13) 


SB 16 Revoke License for Passing Stopped School Bus
· Senate Judiciary II Committee approved a revised bill
· Passed 2nd and 3rd reading in the Senate
· Received in the House, referred to the House Committee on Transportation

SB 42 Charter School/Govt. Unit 
· Senate Committee on State and Local Government approved a revised bill
· Withdrawn from the Senate calendar, placed on calendar for 3/4/2013

SB 125 Public Meeting/Records Law Violations
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary I

New Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 151 Root Out Poverty/Task Force (Pierce)
· Referred to the House Appropriations Committee

HB 156 Honest Lottery Act (Stam, Hall, Glazier, Hardister)
· Referred to the House Judiciary Subcommittee B
· If favorable, Education, if favorable Appropriations

HB 162 Lengthen Replacement Cycle for School Buses (Floyd, Glazier, Lucas, Szoka)
· Referred to the House Committee on Transportation, if favorable, Education

HB 164 (SB 34) Eliminate Obsolete Boards and Commissions (Murry)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Rules and Operations of the House

HB 176 Charter School Election (Alexander) – Corvian Community School only
· Referred to the House Committee on Education, if favorable, Finance

HB 178 (SB 43) Study Savings of Administration of Claims (Collins, Dollar, McElraft)
· Referred to the House Committee on Government, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 182 Establish Efficiency & Cost Savings Commission (Blackwell, Collins)

HB 187 Private School/Handgun on School Property (Conrad, Lambeth) 
· Forsyth County only

HB 196 Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board Vacancies (Lambeth, Conrad, Howard)

HB 197 Local Flexibility Regarding School Calendar (Lambeth, Conrad, Hanes)
· Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools only





Senate Bills

SB 130 Teacher/Isolated K-12 Schools (Davis)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, re-referred to the Appropriations/Base Budget

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth (Daniel, Tillman, Randleman)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Health Care

SB 138 Bible Study Elective (Bingham)
· Referred to the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 146 Private Schools/Firearm Amendments (Bingham, Brock, Hise)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Judiciary I

SB 147 (HB 55) Reform Workforce Development (Hartsell)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Commerce 

SB 158 Accountability for Taxpayer Investment Board (Hise)


Meetings:  March 5 - 7

Tuesday, March 5
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB
	
	10:00 AM House Education Committee
		HB 127 Arts Education as a Graduation Requirement
		HB 142 Provide Access to Campus Police Records
[bookmark: _GoBack]	
Wednesday, March 6
	
	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 118 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees
		SB 119 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning
		SB 121 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools

Thursday, March 7
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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