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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
March 15, 2013



Charter school bills and voucher bills – this was the week for both.  A comprehensive charter school bill, SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board, was filed yesterday afternoon.  This bill would change the governance and administration of charter schools and applicants across the state.  Other charter school bills filed this week include:  1) HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds; and 2) HB 291 Start-up Funds for New Charter Schools.  Please see the links to these new bills under the section below, “New Bills Filed This Week.”

One-hundred sixty (160) charter applications have been submitted to the Office of Charter Schools since the cap was lifted in 2011.  On October 4, 2012, after working collaboratively with many educational stakeholders, the State Board of Education adopted a public education vision statement, including charter schools as a vital part of a flexible and innovative public education system.  http://stateboard.ncpublicschools.gov/vision-statement.pdf.  Seventy (70) applications for charter schools are currently in progress.  

On new voucher bills, these are being drafted and filed under the guise of “Scholarship Grants.”  One bill that has not yet been filed is to be entitled, “Equal Opportunity Scholarship Grants.”  This draft bill would award public taxpayer dollars to eligible nonpublic school students in households with an income level up to 300% of the federal poverty level.  Additionally, HB 269 Children with Disabilities Scholarship Grants would award “scholarship grants” to eligible students who attend any nonpublic school for up to $3,000 per semester per student for “reimbursement of tuition and special education and related services, including those services provided to home schooled students.”  Please see the link to this new bill below on page 3.  This bill would give public taxpayer dollars to private nonpublic school students.  

Now is the time to be contacting your legislators and the sponsors of these bills, sharing your opinions and information, and helping our legislators make informed decisions on public education issues.  Please feel free to forward this update to your fellow colleagues in your school and/or school system to help keep our educators informed on key legislative issues.

Key Committee Meetings:  March 12-14

1. Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
This Subcommittee met on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week.  The presentations again covered the public university system and funding. 

2. Senate Education Committee
The Committee met this week to discuss SB 119 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning and SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements.  The latter bill passed the Committee’s vote, but the former bill was only deliberated.  On SB 119, senators engaged in a lively discussion about a county’s discretionary use of lottery funds for digital learning versus school construction.  Also, they debated the possibility that an LEA could dedicate the portion of lottery funds at issue solely to professional development on digital learning, rather than actual digital devices.  The Committee decided to table the bill and have a smaller work group discuss these issues and perhaps propose revisions to the bill.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act
· Favorable report from Regulatory Reform Subcommittee on Business and Labor
· Placed on House calendar for 3/19/2013

HB 23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees
· Ratified
· Presented to Governor
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 118

HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools
· Ratified
· Presented to Governor
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 121

HB 45 Internet Access for Public Schools
· Amendment adopted on House floor
· Passed the House
· Referred to Senate Appropriations/Base Budget Committee
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 120

HB 57 Child Nutrition Program and Solvency Support
· Favorable report from House Finance
· Placed on House calendar for 3/19/2013
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 193

HB 160 Public Contracts/Illegal Immigrants
· Withdrawn from House Finance Committee
· Re-referred to Committee on Government

HB 258 School Calendar Flexibility (Lucas, Bell, Setzer, Carney)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 268 School Calendar Flexibility/Person County 
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education




Senate Bills

SB 168 Clarifying Education Reporting Requirements
· Favorable report from Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Placed on Senate calendar for 3/19/2013

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education 
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· If favorable, Finance
· This is the bill strongly opposed by the NC School Boards Association

SB 243 Back to Basics 
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Please note the House’s companion bill of the same name: HB 146

New Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 269 Children w/Disabilities Scholarship Grants (Jordan, Brandon, Jones, Stam)
· Referred to House Education Committee
· If favorable, Finance

HB 273 Charter School/LEA Accounting of Funds (Hardister, Malone, Brandon, Stam)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Finance

HB 282 Local Flexibility Re: School Calendar (L. Bell, Brisson)
· Referred to House Committee on Job Development
· If favorable, Education
· Sampson County Schools and Clinton City Schools only

HB 287 Increase Dropout Age from 16 to 17 (Lambeth, Moffitt, Brandon, D. Ross)
· Referred to House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee C

HB 288 School Calendar Flexibility/Lincoln County (Saine)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education

HB 291 Start-up Funds for New Charter Schools (Brandon, Lambeth, Hardister, Hanes)
· Referred to House Appropriations Subcommittee on Education



HB 295 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties (J. Bell, Graham, L. Bell)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education
· Cumberland, Duplin, Greene, Lenoir and Wayne counties only

HB 304 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain LEAs (Richardson)
· Referred to House Committee on Commerce and Job Development
· If favorable, Education
· Franklin County and Nash-Rocky Mount school administrative units

HB 317 Improve Education for Children who are Deaf (Blackwell, Farmer-Butterfield, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	  Holloway, Martin)
· Please note the Senate’s companion bill of the same name: SB 320

Senate Bills

SB 267 Raise Compulsory School Attendance Age (Parmon, Graham)
· Referred to Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 274 Bereavement Leave/State and School Employees (Davis)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Pensions and Retirement and Aging

SB 277 Require Educ. Development Plan/Foster Care (Robinson, Barringer, Randleman)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Health Care

SB 313 Parent’s Consent Required to Quit School (Parmon, Robinson)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Please note the House’s companion bill of the same name: HB 235

SB 317 Guilford School Election System (Wade)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Redistricting

SB 320 Improve Ed. for Children who are Deaf (Daniel, Newton)
· Referred to Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education
· Please note the House’s companion bill of the same name: HB 317

SB 323 Pitt County Board of Education (Davis)
· Referred to Senate Judiciary I Committee 

SB 325 Wake County School Board Districts (Hunt, Barefoot)
· Referred to House Committee on Redistricting

SB 326 Repay Civil Penalty Funds to Schools (Gunn)

SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board (Tillman, Soucek)





Meetings:  March 19 - 21

Tuesday, March 19
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB
	
10:00 AM House Education Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 176 Charter School Election (Corvian Community School in Charlotte only)
		HB 230 Amend Law Defining Home Schools
		HB 249 Substitute Teacher Deduction/Personal Leave
		HB 250 Charter School Enrollment

	12:00 Noon Superintendent’s Quarterly Meeting

12:00 Noon House Transportation Committee, 643 LOB
		HB 67 Permanent License Plates for Charter Schools
		HB 109 Require Safety Helmets/18 and Under
		HB 117 Revise Laws for Unoccupied School Buses

Wednesday, March 20
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB 
	
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education

	10:00 AM House Judiciary Subcommittee A, 1228 LB
		SB 43 Study Savings for Administration of Claims
		SB 44 Workers Comp Coverage/Public Records
		
Thursday, March 21
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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