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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
March 8, 2013



One set of hotly contested issues this Session – in both the House and Senate – is teacher salaries, teacher effectiveness, merit pay, not to mention teacher morale.  Here are some pivotal facts:

1. It takes 15 years for a teacher with a Bachelor’s degree to make $40,000;
2. In 2008-09, a 5-year teacher had a base pay of $35,380; and
3. In 2012-13, a 5-year teacher has a base pay of $31,220. A decrease of $4,160.

(See “North Carolina Teacher Salaries” State Board of Education, March 2013, Alexis Schauss
https://eboard.eboardsolutions.com/meetings/TempFolder/Meetings/Teachers%20and%20Other%20Public%20School%20Certified%20Personnel%20Salary_1289403myhd45b4kjs5mih5j2c5be.pdf).

One of our top legislative priorities this year is to have the General Assembly increase educator salaries.  This week, the State Board of Education reviewed current data on teacher salaries.  Later this month, our superintendents will also review this data and analyze funding and salary structures affecting teacher pay.  As budget discussions are kicking into high gear at the legislature, it will be important to know the facts and help educate our legislators as necessary.

Key Committee Meetings:  March 5 - 7 

1. Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
This Subcommittee met on Tuesday and Thursday of this week. On Tuesday, Adam Levinson, Race to the Top Director, and Philip Price, Chief Financial Officer, gave a presentation entitled READY: North Carolina’s Race to the Top-funded Initiative to Remodel Schools (please see our link at: RttT Presentation).  On Thursday, the Subcommittee ended its discussion on community colleges and next week the focus will be the UNC University System.

2. Senate Education Committee
The committee met this week to discuss HB 23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees and HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning.  The Committee approved a revised HB 23 and approved HB 44.  Both bills then passed the Senate on Thursday.  

3. House Education Committee
The Committee cancelled its meeting for this week.  It had been set to discuss HB 146 Back to Basics and HB 127 Arts Education as a Graduation Requirement.   As to the latter bill, the Committee currently plans to reschedule that for consideration in April.



Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act
· Assigned to the House Committee on Regulatory Reform

HB 23 Digital Learning Competencies/School Employees
· Senate Committee on Education approved a revised bill
· Passed the Senate

HB 44 Transition to Digital Learning in Schools
· Senate Committee on Education approved the bill
· Passed the Senate

HB 97 (SB 119) Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning
· Passed the House last week
· Received in the Senate, referred the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 142 Provide Access to Campus Police Records
· Favorable report from House Judiciary Subcommittee A
· Placed on House Calendar for 3/11/13

HB 187 Private School/Handgun on School Property 
· Referred to the House Committee on Government
· If favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee B, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

HB 196 Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School Board Vacancies
· Referred to the House Committee on Elections, if favorable, Government

HB 197 Local Flexibility Regarding School Calendar (Winston-Salem/Forsyth County only)
· Referred to the House Committee on Education
· If favorable, Commerce and Job Development

Senate Bills

SB 10 Government Reorganization and Efficiency Act
· Passed the House after a series of amendments
· Conference Committee of House and Senate members appointed

SB 16 Revoke License for Passing Stopped School Bus
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Committee on Transportation

SB 91 Prohibit Expunction Inquiry
· Passed the Senate
· Referred to House Committee on Judiciary Subcommittee A

SB 42 Charter School/Govt. Unit 
· Passed the Senate
· Received in the House, referred to the House Committee on Finance

SB 158 Accountability for Taxpayer Investment Board 
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Finance

New Bills Filed This Week (with the primary sponsor(s) noted):

House Bills

HB 212 Create North Carolina Accountability Report (Brawley)
· Referred to the House Appropriations Committee 

HB 213 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties (Dodson)
· Avery, McDowell and Mitchell Counties only
· Referred to the House Education Committee, if favorable Commerce and Job Development

HB 215 School Calendar Flexibility/Certain Counties (Jordan)
· Ashe and Watauga Counties only
· Referred to the House Education Committee, if favorable Commerce and Job Development

HB 218 No Postsecondary Education/Illegal Aliens (Cleveland, Whitmire)
· Referred to the House Committee on Education

HB 225 School Calendar Flexibility/Iredell County (Brawley, Turner)
· Referred to the House Committee, if favorable, Commerce and Job Development

HB 228 Home Schoolers Participate in School Sports (McElraft, Cleveland, Ford, Brody)
· Applies only to “home schooled students residing in counties with a population of 200,000 or less”
· Referred to the House Education Committee, if favorable Finance

HB 230 Amend Law Defining Home Schools (Malone, Martin, Brody, Samuelson)
· Referred to the House Committee on Education

HB 235 Parents Consent Required to Quit School (Lambeth, Whitmire, Brandon, Ramsey)
· Referred to the House Committee on Education, if favorable, Judiciary Subcommittee 

HB 249 Substitute Teacher Deduction/Personal Leave (Holloway, Glazier, Blackwell, Elmore)
· Referred to the House Education Committee, if favorable Finance

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment (Hardister, Brandon, Stam, Lambreth)
· Referred to the House Education Committee 

HB 258 School Calendar Flexibility (Lucas, Bell, Setzer, Carney)

HB 268 School Calendar Flexibility/Person County (Wilkins)

Senate Bills

SB 167 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act (Tucker)
· Referred to the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements (Tucker)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 189 Amend Law Defining Home Schools (Cook, Barefoot, Sanderson)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 190 Gun on Ed. Prop/Stored in Locked Car (Cook, Brock)
· Referred to the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

SB 193 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support (Hartsell)
· Referred to the Senate Committee on Program Evaluation

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education (Davis)

SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction (Neal, Hunt, Apodaca, Brunstetter)
· The North Carolina School Boards Association, among others, strongly oppose this bill

SB 243 (HB 146) Back to Basics (Allran)

Meetings:  March 12 - 14

Tuesday, March 12
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB
	10:00 AM House Education Committee (TBA)
	
Wednesday, March 13
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education/Higher Education, 421LOB 
	10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education, 544 LOB
		SB 119 Lottery Funds Used for Digital Learning
                           SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements
	10:00 AM Judiciary Subcommittee B, 421 LOB
		HB 156 Honest Lottery Act
	10:00 AM Regulatory Reform Subcommittee on Business and Labor, 424 LOB
		HB 18 Youth Skin Cancer Prevention Act

Thursday, March 14
	8:30 AM Joint Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher Education, 421 LOB
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