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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
June 28, 2013



This week the General Assembly continued working on tax reform and budget issues. It appears that both chambers are determined to complete a tax reform package before substantively engaging in budget negotiations. While the Conferees on the Budget Conference Committee will be hard at work next week, the House has announced that it will not go into full session or have committee meetings so that it can focus its concern and efforts entirely on tax reform and subsequently finalizing a budget. 

The General Assembly passed HB 336 this week, a stop-gap measure allowing the state to continue its operations during the final approach toward approving an official budget for the upcoming fiscal year that begins on July 1. The measure, known as a “continuing resolution,” provides for funding to commence at 95% of FY2012-13 levels, implements reductions not in controversy between the House and Senate budget proposals, and will expire on July 31.  

Several big-ticket education bills were heard this week as outlined below, including SB 337 NC Charter School Advisory Board and SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth.  Also, this week the Education Lottery announced that it made its final transfers of lottery revenues to the state for fiscal year 2013, bringing its total contribution to $461.3 million.

Key Committee Meetings: June 24-28

House Education Committee

SB 337 NC Charter School Advisory Board 
The Committee passed this bill with several amendments that significantly changed it from the Senate version. This bill is the comprehensive charter school reform bill of the Session. It would abolish the current Charter School Advisory Council and create the North Carolina Charter School Advisory Board. The board created in this revised legislation would no longer be an independent decision-making body as in a previous version, but rather purely advisory. The board would make recommendations and support the State Board of Education (SBE) on charter school issues, applications, and renewals. There would be eleven (11) appointments to the Advisory Board – selections by the Governor, House, Senate, SBE, and the Lieutenant Governor or his designee would also serve as a voting member. In the House Rules Committee, the bill's property tax exemptions were stripped and it was sent to the House floor. It was tentatively approved by the House, but will now wait for a final vote when the House resumes its normal schedule after next week.

House Committee on Health and Human Services

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
The Committee approved this bill, it was subsequently amended on the House floor, and it passed the House on Thursday.  Legislators vigorously debated this bill for hours this week as it invokes the age-old pro-life/pro-choice debate and is highly controversial. It would require public school teachers to inform students of potential risk factors contributing to preterm births in subsequent pregnancies where said risk factors include abortion, smoking, alcohol consumption, drug use and inadequate prenatal care. This new requirement would change the existing reproductive health education program and would be taught in seventh grade. The House adopted amendments to change the former phrase, “causes of,” to the new phrase, “risks for,” and to make resources available to charter, nonpublic and home school students to aid in teaching this new material. The bill will now head back to the Senate for concurrence.
Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 250   Charter School Enrollment & Charter Revisions
The Committee passed this bill that would institute more preferential enrollment practices for siblings in charter schools. Also, the Committee amended this bill to promote grade expansion in charter schools. It would now allow a school without a full K-12 charter to:  1) offer grades 4 and 5 if it has previously been authorized to offer K-3; 2) offer grades 7 and 8 if it has previously been authorized to offer grade 6; and 3) offer grades 10, 11 and 12, if it has previously been authorized to offer grade 9. Under the bill, these expansions would no longer be considered material revisions of a charter and thus would not require SBE approval in advance.
HB 269 Children w/Disabilities Scholarship Grants
The Committee adopted a revised bill and it has been referred to Senate Finance. The bill would reimburse families of eligible students up to $3,000/semester to pay for special education and related services in non-public schools. Critics point out that poor families, who cannot afford an expense of $3,000, would be precluded from participating because the bill only allows for reimbursement of tuition and costs. Advocates contend that the state will save money because the cost of educating these students in public schools is in some cases greater than the $3,000 reimbursement. Approximately six (6) states have comparable programs:  Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Ohio, Oklahoma, and Utah.  

HB 767 Corporal Pruitt Rainey Brass to Class Act
The Committee adopted a revised version of the bill that changed the name to memorialize Pruitt Rainey of Haw River, North Carolina. Army Corporal Rainey served during Operation Enduring Freedom, aspiring to eventually become a physical education teacher and wresting coach. This bill and our Troops to Teachers program would have helped him achieve that goal. Tragically, Corporal Rainey was killed in action on July 13, 2008, in the Battle of Wanat, Afghanistan, and in honor of his sacrifice this legislation will now bear his name and commemorate his service. Generally, the bill enhances already existing credits afforded to military personnel who decide to become teachers. Please see this link for more information on the existing Troops to Teachers program: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/troops/.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 56 Amend State Contract Review Laws
· Presented to Governor 

HB 57 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
· Ratified
· Presented to Governor

HB 67 Permanent License Plates for Charter Schools
· Favorable report from House Finance Committee
· Passed the House

HB 176 Charter School Elections (Corvian Community School only)
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office

HB 196 WS/FC School Board Vacancies
· Favorable report from House Committee on State and Local Government
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office

HB 249 Substitute Teacher Deduction/Personal Leave
· Ratified
· Presented to Governor

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment & Charter Revisions
· Favorable report from Senate Education/Higher Education Committee  
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office

HB 269 Children w/ Disabilities Scholarship Grants
· Senate Education/Higher Education Committee adopted a revised bill
· Re-referred to Senate Finance Committee

HB 336 Continuing Budget Authority
· Ratified
· Ch. SL 2013-184

HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office

HB 490 Lee County Elections
· Ratified
· Ch.  SL 2013-220

HB 510 Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office

HB 767 Corporal Pruitt Rainey Brass to Class Act
· Senate Education/Higher Education Committee adopted a revised bill
· Withdrawn from Senate Calendar
· Held in Senate Clerk’s office


HB 868 Residential School Changes
· Presented to Governor

Senate Bills

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth 
· Favorable report from House Health and Human Services Committee
· Passed the House 

SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements
· Ratified
· Presented to Governor

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education
· Concurrence failed in the Senate 
· Conference Committee appointed
· Calendared in the House for 7/8/2013

SB 337 NC Charter School Advisory Board
· Senate Education Committee approved a revised bill
· Favorable report from House Rules, Calendar, and Operations Committee
· Passed 2nd reading in the House
· Third reading calendared for 7/8/2013

Meetings: July 2 – July 3
			
Tuesday, July 2
	12:00 PM Senate Government Committee
		HB 546 Roanoke Rapids Graded School District
		HB 1005 Stanley County Commissioners and Bd. of Education

Wednesday, July 3
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education (TBD)
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