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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
July 3, 2013


This week’s activity was abbreviated by the July 4th holiday and the absence of the House.  As noted below, the Senate heard and passed a fair amount of education bills.  The Senate also made progress on its tax reform package.  It is anticipated that General Assembly members will return rested and rejuvenated from the long weekend and return with directed attention to finalizing tax reform and the budget.

Key Committee Meetings: July 1-3, 2013

Senate Finance Committee  

HB 998 Tax Reduction Act
The Committee passed a revised version of tax reform this week as negotiations between the House and Senate continue. The new bill relaxes some of the provisions that the Senate previously championed in an effort to ease concerns from House members and Governor McCrory. It received its final vote on the Senate floor Wednesday (7/3/2013) and will now go to the House where the future of this legislation as it currently exists is uncertain.

Senate Committee on State and Local Government

HB 1005 Stanly County Commissioners and Board of Education
The Committee approved a revised bill and it was re-referred to the Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education. The bill would decrease the number of members on the local board of education and make other changes to county elections and districts.  A few members of the Committee indicated that further input from local officials, including existing board of education members, would be helpful as the bill goes to the Senate Education Committee.

HB 546 Roanoke Rapids Graded School District
This Committee approved this bill and it has been calendared in the Senate for 7/9/2013.  The bill would have the chair of the local board of education serve until a successor is elected.

Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 67 Permanent License Plates for Charter Schools
· Sent to the Senate, referred to Senate Committee on Finance

HB 176 Charter School Election (Corvian Community School only)
· Passed the Senate; had previously passed the House

HB 196 WS/FC School Board Vacancies
· Passed the Senate; had previously passed the House

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment & Charter Revisions
· The Senate adopted amendments A1, A2, and A3 
· One amendment would allow charter schools to expand by one grade level per year without State Board of Education approval.
· Passed the Senate; will go back to the House for concurrence

HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
· Senate adopted amendments A1 and A2 
· Passed the Senate

HB 510 Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights
· Placed on Senate Calendar for 7/9/2013

HB 767 Corporal Pruitt Brass to Class Act
· Passed the Senate

HB 998 Tax Reduction Act
· Amendment adopted
· Passed the Senate

Senate Bills

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
· Senate concurred with the House

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education
· Senate adopted the House Conference Report

SB 683 Safe Harbor/Victims of Human Trafficking
· Senate failed to concur with the House 
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