Statement by State Board of Education Chairman Bill Harrison and State Superintendent June Atkinson
Regarding Senate Bill 8, proposed Charter School legislation


"The State Board of Education and the Department of Public Instruction support expanding the number of quality charter schools in North Carolina as evidenced by the State Board's request in the past to expand the number of charter schools.”

"We believe that charter schools offer an important option for some students and families and that they do provide an important incubator for educational innovation.”

"We caution, however, against expansions that are not managed in an orderly manner, and we believe it is important to maintain accountability for charter school performance and business practices. Allowing expansion without an emphasis on sustainable quality would not be in the best interest of students or parents.  Creation of a separate government entity to oversee charter deployment would create a redundant bureaucracy in state government."
