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House Bill 344 represents an overall lack of commitment to the Public Schools of North Carolina.   The bill will further liquidate and disperse funding leaving the public schools with less funding and support.   Public schools currently have a responsibility to count the students with disabilities served in private schools and reserve a proportionate share of their IDEA Federal Funds for services to assist those students.  While this is not an individual child entitlement for students with disabilities in private schools, it is a loss of funding for services provided in the public setting.  HB 344 will increase the number of students that public schools will need to count in the proportionate share calculation.  In addition to this, the schools system will lose the average daily membership, state allocation and federal allocation for the students who leave the system.  
There are no protections or Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for students with disabilities in private schools.  There is no state or federal mandate to serve children with disabilities in private schools, so parents may find their children enrolled, but not receiving an appropriate education.   
There are no parental rights as guaranteed under IDEA and Article 9 of state statutes, so if a parent is not pleased with the education, there is no process for grievances.  
There is no mandate for assessing progress of students in private schools. There is no accountability data or drop out data to ensure that students who are educated privately are keeping up with academic and career readiness skills to prepare them for further education or the world of work.   It is much better for the economy of our state if individuals are prepared to live independently rather than to be uneducated and dependent on the community and state for their well-being.    (At least, it seems that there should be a study on the accountability and drop out data for students with disabilities attending private schools before we allocate public funds in a way of a tax incentive.)  
Private schools have no obligation to evaluate children to determine if the child may have a disability or may need different educational strategies to be successful.  This fact leads to a discussion of the administrative chaos HB 344 will cause for public schools.
-Public schools do have a mandate to evaluate any child residing in their local education agency who may be suspected of having a disability.  This includes children in public and private schools.  The cost of a full evaluation is minimally estimated at $1500. per child.  HB 344 will increase the demand on the public schools for evaluations.   
-Parents who currently have children enrolled in private schools will enroll them in public schools just long enough to take advantage of this tax credit and remove them to send them back to the private schools.  This will literally create a revolving door for public schools.  
-When parents realize their children are not getting an appropriate education or when the private schools exits a child, the child will be re-enrolled in the public school system.  The responsibility for legal compliance, determining eligibility, determining educational deficits, etc. starts over again for the public school.  

HB 344 presents discriminatory issues in our state.  HB 344 will literally set up a system where the State will incentivize parents to remove their disabled children from the public schools.   
How many private schools in North Carolina are prepared to serve students with disabilities?  
Why would the state divert public funding to support a few private schools?  What quality controls are in place to prevent a cottage industry of private schools to capitalize on the tax credit?  
Since the tax credit is not nearly equivalent to quality services in a private school, who is this bill intended to serve?  
If home schools can access the tax credit, what will the state have in place to ensure that these students are not victims of abuse and are receiving an appropriate education?    (I gave the example of the abuse case with the home school student in NC who died as a victim of abuse by her parents and contrasted the positive data and progress of public school data on the achievement and graduation rate of students with disabilities.)  

There are excellent examples of public schools providing high quality services to all eligibility categories in various service delivery models in North Carolina.   If the public school system determines that a private school is the most appropriate setting for a student with a disability to receive their education, there is an accountable process for accessing private education.  North Carolina funds  children in private school settings placed by public schools.  
Children will be better served, especially children with disabilities, if the focus of our state government remains on improving the quality and capacity of our public schools.    

