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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
June 21, 2013



This week offered a series of education bills passing the Senate and House. Some bills that had already passed the House, but were amended by the Senate, will now go back to the House for concurrence, and vice versa. As outlined below, both the House and Senate Education Committees had full calendars and approved several education bills. Here, in what many hope will be the final weeks of Session, there is a major push afoot to get bills moving from committee and through both Chambers before it is too late.

The big budget news this week is that both the House and Senate have appointed their respective members to the Conference Committee:
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/confComm/confcommittee.pl?BillChamber=S&BillID=402&session=2013
The members of this Committee (also known as “Conferees”) will negotiate the terms of the FY2013-14 budget to be passed by the General Assembly this Session and prepare a framework for the following year. There are significant differences between the House and Senate budgets on public education funding (see the first two links at: http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/fbs/budget/). Some negotiations in the upcoming weeks will involve issues such as: 1) whether the Senate will agree to adopt HB 944 Opportunity Scholarship Act, the House’s “voucher” bill; 2) what portions of the Excellent Public Schools Act (formerly SB 361) will be adopted; 3) whether the Conference Committee will adopt any degree of the Senate’s elimination of the Discretionary Cut ($376 million); and 4) will there be any raise for teachers and state employees? If you have strong opinions on these matters or any others affecting public education funding, please look at the link above listing the Conferees, and contact them with your concerns.

The Governor’s Education Cabinet met on Wednesday, June 19. The Education Cabinet consists of the Governor, who serves as the Chair, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Chair of the State Board of Education, the President of the UNC System, the President of the Community College System, and the President of the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. Governor McCrory introduced the Cabinet to his new Senior Education Advisor, Eric Guckian. Guckian is an accomplished educator and a leader in many innovative education circles. He outlined the Governor’s vision to make North Carolina the world leader in education and a working plan for how to achieve this goal moving into the future using “Five Pathways.” These are: 1) Prosperity and Jobs for Graduates; 2) An Honorable Career for Teachers and Principals; 3) A Joy of Reading for Every Child; 4) Excellent Innovative Learning Options for Parents; and 5) Cost Effectiveness for Taxpayers. 

Each pathway will have outcome and policy recommendations developed by volunteer work groups chaired by members of the Education Cabinet. These recommendations will inform the Governor’s education policy in the coming years. The work groups contain a broad cross-section of our society and educational communities and will gather public input in the months ahead as the Cabinet prepares to finalize goals and objectives to be presented to the 2014 Session of the General Assembly.

Key Committee Meetings: June 18-20

House Education Committee

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities (PRTFs)
The Committee unanimously approved this bill after a good deal of discussion on setting a new precedent for sending state dollars to these private facilities to support education services for special and regular education students who are medically placed at a PRTF in-state. There is a current lawsuit that has been stayed by the judge pending the outcome of this potential legislative solution. The children in these facilities often have complex psychiatric disorders and other traumatic circumstances (e.g., chronic sexual abuse), and their average stay at a PRTF is around six (6) months. Estimates of children in PRTFs in-state are approximately 500-600. This bill has already undergone numerous revisions and is likely to be further revised as it makes its way to the House Appropriations Committee. One issue now is whether the General Assembly will find new funds to support these educational services or whether state agencies will have to use existing funds.

SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements
The Committee approved this bill, which would eliminate obsolete reporting requirements for disadvantaged student funding, personal education plans, teacher mentoring, child nutrition, teacher licensure, and educator preparation programs. This bill is part of a larger movement this Session to help alleviate the burden of certain reporting requirements faced by local and state school officials. The Department of Public Instruction supports this bill and has worked with the bill sponsor to get it passed. The bill passed the House on Thursday.

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education
The Committee also approved this bill, which was later amended and passed the House. This bill provides specificity regarding the Council's duties of the State Advisory Council on Indian Education (SACIE) and preparation of its annual report to the State Board of Education (SBE). Bill sponsors have revised the language to maintain the report drafted by the Council and to include an action plan (whereas before, the bill had changed the report to a presentation to SBE). The Council will still present its report and action plan to SBE and at other conferences. SACIE had its quarterly meeting on Wednesday this week where it voiced support of SB 231. Legislative members serving on the Council, Sen. Jim Davis (primary sponsor) and Rep. Charles Graham, worked together with Council members to craft revisions. 

SB 557 Amend Report Date/NC Pre-K Funding Pilot
The Committee approved this bill which simply amends the report date for this pilot program. The Division of Child Development and Early Education in the Department of Health and Human Services will be required to report on the status of the pilot program no later than January 31, 2014. The bill has been sent to the House Finance Committee.
 
Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

SB 474 Net-Zero Energy Schools
The Committee had discussion only and did not vote on this bill, which would provide for the construction, leasing, and operation of net-zero energy school facilities. A net-zero energy school is one that produces more energy than it consumes. The bill did not make the crossover deadline of May 16, which means that it will not move forward this year unless it is included in another bill.

HB 249 Substitute Deduction/Personal Leave
The Committee passed this bill without making any changes, and the bill passed the Senate with a unanimous vote. This bill requires local education agencies (LEAs) to refund the substitute deduction back to teachers taking personal leave if a substitute teacher is not actually hired. The bill would be effective for the 2013-2014 school year and revises NC Gen. Stat. § 115C-302.1(d) as follows (old language stricken; new language underlined): 

Teachers using personal leave receive full salary less the required substitute deduction, except for teachers using personal leave on non-protected teacher workdays. Teachers using personal leave on non-protected teacher workdays shall receive full salary. Teachers using personal leave on other days shall receive full salary less the required substitute deduction. If, however, no substitute is hired for a teacher, the substitute reduction shall be refunded to that teacher.

HB 269 Children w/Disabilities Scholarship Grants
This bill was heard for discussion only and no official action was taken. The bill would reimburse families of eligible students up to $3,000/semester to pay for tuition and special education services in a non-public school. Critics point out that poor families, who cannot afford an expense of $3,000, would be precluded from participating because the bill only allows for reimbursement of tuition and costs. Advocates contend that the state will save money because the cost of educating these students in public schools is greater than the $3,000 reimbursement.  Additionally, supporters believe that parents are given added flexibility with their child’s education.

HB 767 Brass to Class Act
The Committee did not reach this bill as it is currently under revision. Generally, the bill enhances already existing credits afforded to military personnel who decide to become teachers. Our Troops to Teachers director is continuing to work closely with bill sponsors and the NC Association of Educators to revise the bill. Please see this link for more information on the existing Troops to Teachers program: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/troops/.

Other Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 57 Child Nutrition Program Solvency and Support
· Passed the Senate
· House concurred with Senate

HB 147 Adoption Laws
· Passed the Senate
· Received in the House for concurrence

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment
· Withdrawn from the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate
· Re-referred to the Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education

HB 333 Sex Offender Residency/Registration Amendments
· Passed the Senate
· Presented to the Governor

HB 428 NC School Bus Safety Act
· Calendared for 6/26/2013

HB 587 Alternate ACT/PLAN for Certain Students
· House concurred with Senate’s revised bill 
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

HB 831 Ed. Services for Children in PRTFs
· Favorable report from House Education
· Re-referred to House Appropriations

HB 868 Residential School Changes
· Passed the Senate
· House concurred with the Senate

HB 937 Amend Various Firearms Laws
· Received in the House for concurrence


Senate Bills

SB 168 Clarify Education Reporting Requirements
· Favorable report from House Education Committee
· Passed the House 

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education
· Favorable report from House Education
· Passed the House
· Sent to the Senate for concurrence

SB 402 Appropriations Act of 2013
· Senate failed to concur with House’s revised budget bill
· Conference Committee appointed












Meetings: June 24 – June 27
	
Tuesday, June 25
	10:00 AM House Committee on Education, 643 LOB
		SB 337 NC Public Charter School Board
		SB 719 Student Organizations/Rights & Recognition

	10:00 AM House Committee on Health and Human Services, 544 LOB
		SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
	
Wednesday, June 26
10:00 AM Senate Committee on Education/Higher Education (TBD)
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