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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
July 12, 2013



This week the General Assembly has continued to work on tax and budget issues. It appears that an agreement between the Governor, House, and Senate on tax reform and an overall budget target is close. Once all parties have agreed on tax reform, final budget negotiations will commence. Speculation still remains when the final budget will be resolved, but most signs suggest that it will be this coming week.

Several important education items received attention this week including HB 250 Charter School Enrollment & Charter Revisions and SB 337 NC Charter School Advisory Board. Neither of these bills received House and Senate concurrence and they now reside in conference committees. Since the inception of each measure, substantial changes have been made and work continues on these charter school bills. Assuming that the House and Senate come to agreements on the final versions, it is expected that the bills will be adopted next week.

The State Board of Education (SBE) met this week on Wednesday and Thursday. The Governor’s Senior Education Advisor presented his Five Pathways for North Carolina Education.  Additionally, there were presentations on the Common Core, Home Base and Data Systems, and Race to the Top, among other things. SBE gave special recognition to the following important individuals:
· Ms. Karyn Dickerson, 2013-14 Burroughs Wellcome NC Teacher of the Year 
· Mr. Dale Cole, 2013-14 Wells Fargo NC Principal of the Year 
· Dr. Mark Edwards, 2012-13 NC Superintendent of the Year, 
       SBE Superintendent Advisor, 2013 National Superintendent of the Year

House Committee on Government

SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
This bill shifts control of school building ownership to the county commissioners in various counties. The counties listed in the bill are Beaufort, Dare, Davie, Guilford, Harnett, Lee, Rockingham, Rowan, and Wake. The Committee passed an amendment that removed Wake County from the bill. After Committee discussions, a motion was made for the bill to receive a “favorable report.” This vote failed; however, the full House later voted to re-refer the bill to the House Rules Committee.  The future of this controversial bill is uncertain.








Relevant Bills with Action This Week:

House Bills

HB 176 Charter School Election
· Ratified
· Presented to the Governor

HB 196 WS/FC School Board Vacancies
· Ratified; SL 2013-249

HB 250 Charter School Enrollment & Charter Revisions
· House failed to concur with the Senate
· Conference Committee appointed

HB 417 Modify Internal Auditing Statutes
· Withdrawn from the Senate calendar
· Re-referred to the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate

HB 428 North Carolina School Bus Safety Act
· Passed the Senate last week
· House concurred with the Senate
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

HB 510 Foster Care Children’s Bill of Rights
· Passed the Senate
· Received in the House for concurrence

HB 546 Roanoke Rapids Graded School Districts
· Ratified; SL 2013-257

HB 767 Corporal Pruitt Rainey Brass to Class Act
· Passed the Senate last week
· House concurred with the Senate
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

HB 998 Tax Reduction Act
· Passed the Senate last week
· Referred to House Committee on Finance

Senate Bills

SB 132 Health Curriculum/Preterm Birth
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

SB 231 Modify Duties/Advisory Council on Indian Education
· Conference report adopted
· Ratified, presented to the Governor

SB 236 Counties Responsible for School Construction
· Withdrawn from the House Committee on Government 
· Re-referred to the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House

SB 337 NC Charter School Advisory Board
· Passed the House
· Senate failed to concur with the House
· Conference Committee appointed

SB 683 Safe Harbor/Victims of Human Trafficking
· Conference Committee appointed


Meetings: July 15 – July 18
			
Monday, July 15

4:00 PM Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Committee, 544 LOB

Tuesday, July 16

12:00 PM Senate Committee on State and Local Government, 1124 LB
HB 523 Pitt Co. Bd. of Education
	HB 537 Edenton-Chowan Sch. Bd. Terms
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